
 
 

 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Forgiveness is for Me…and My Neighbor 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church                                                       www.lordoflove.org 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod                                                   608-846-9036 
 

Welcome!  We are so happy you have come to worship today!  Someone has described worship 
as “a joyful dialogue with God.”  God speaks to us in his Word, and we speak to him in praise 
and prayer.  May God richly bless you through this “joyful dialogue” today! 
 
Restrooms – The restrooms are located straight ahead as you enter the building. You will also 
find restrooms in the lower level gathering space at the end of the classrooms on the right side 
before the exit doors.  
 
Parent’s Room – The sound of children in the house of the Lord is music to our ears! However 
there is also a parent room to the right just before you enter the sanctuary if your little one 
needs a moment. It is accessed as you exit the sanctuary, on the left, next to the seats reserved 
for families with small children. 
 
Assistance Getting Around – There is a walker and a wheelchair available in the fellowship hall. 
Anyone who needs them is welcome to use them. Please speak to an usher if you need help 
accessing them. 
 
Offering Message – An offering will be gathered in the service today.  These offerings support 
the Gospel ministry of Lord of Love locally, and the global mission of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod.  Visitors need not feel obligated to give but may if you wish.   
 
Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Scriptural teaching concerning church 
fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of this 
congregation, or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (or the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  Guests are asked to 
speak with our pastor, before the service, if they wish to commune. 
 
Explanation of the theme of the day:  Forgiveness does not come naturally to human beings. It 
is expected that humans will defend themselves, lash out when attacked, hold grudges, and bite 
back. So, when human beings hear that they are forgiven, they may even be suspicious or 
skeptical.  
 
Jesus tells a parable that contrasts the forgiveness of God with our own unforgiving sinful 
nature. God forgives our huge debt. Who can comprehend such unexpected mercy? Certainly 
not unmerciful servants, who refuse to forgive small debts. Have mercy on us, Lord, and teach 
us to forgive like you! 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

 September 13, 2026 
 

 

DIVINE SERVICE II 
 

 

 

OPENING  HYMN (CW 238)                                             Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul  
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STAND  

 
INVOCATION 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant:  
 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                         Mark 10:47                                                 
Kyrie  

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 
 

 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

 

C: Amen. 
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7 

 

THE WORD 
SALUTATION 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and abundantly 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy, and 

teach us also to be merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, 

and judging only ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                       Genesis 50:15-21 

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 

Joseph will hate us and will pay us back in full for all of the evil that we did to him.” 
16 They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your father commanded 

us, 17 ‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the offense of your brothers and their sin, 

because they did evil to you.”’ Now, please forgive the offense of the servants of the God 

of your father.”  Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 

18 His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they said, “See now, we are 

your servants.” 

19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 You meant evil 

against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to pass and to keep many people 

alive, as it is this day. 21 Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will nourish you and your little 

ones.” He comforted them and spoke to them in a kind way. 
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SECOND LESSON                                                                               Ephesians 4:29-5:2  

 
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come from your mouths. Say only what is beneficial 

when there is a need to build up others, so that it will be a blessing to those who 

hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31 Get rid of every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and slander, 

along with every kind of malice. 32 Instead, be kind and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving one another, just as God in Christ has forgiven us.  Therefore, be imitators of 

God as his dearly loved children. 2 And walk in love, just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself for us, as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.                                                                   

    

 

HYMN OF THE DAY (CW 493)                                 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive  
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SERMON                                                                                                Matthew 18:21-35 

21 Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must I forgive my brother 

when he sins against me? As many as seven times?” 

22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as many as seventy-seven 

times. 23 For this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 

accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle them, a man who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Because the man was not able to pay the debt, his 

master ordered that he be sold, along with his wife, children, and all that he owned to 

repay the debt. 

26 “Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, ‘Master, be patient 

with me, and I will pay you everything!’ 27 The master of that servant had pity on him, 

released him, and forgave him the debt. 

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him one 

hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began choking him, saying, ‘Pay me what you 

owe!’ 

29 “So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I 

will pay you back!’ 30 But he refused. Instead he went off and threw the man into prison 

until he could pay back what he owed. 

31 “When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very distressed. They 

went and reported to their master everything that had taken place. 

32 “Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 

that debt when you begged me to. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

servant just as I had mercy on you?’ 34 His master was angry and handed him over to the 

jailers until he could pay back everything he owed. 

35 “This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one of you forgives 

his brother from his heart.” 

Forgiven So Much!  Forgiving So Little? 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

GATHERING OF THANK-OFFERING 

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register during the collection of the offering. 

 

 

 

INSTALLATION (8:00 a.m.) 

 

Today in our service we publicly install our Sunday School staff 

for this new year and also our Church Council. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Gracious King, we stand in need of your mercy. Spare us those punishments which we, 

by our sins, have deserved. Soften our hearts toward one another, that we would share in 

the forgiveness you deliver to us today. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks, heavenly Father, for the reconciliation you have given us through 

Christ. Bless our Synod, those who lead it, and all who have been called to serve, that we 

may be united in mission and ministry. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O God, you have commanded us to love our enemies.  Lead all enemies of your Church 

to true repentance and faith in Christ that they may receive the eternal life that he has 

prepared for all who trust in him. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, you sent the greater Joseph, Christ Jesus, to forgive his murderous 

brothers. Build our homes upon that same mercy, that in them brother and sister, husband 

and wife, parent and child may live together in peace and give witness to the glory of 

God’s gracious ways. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord of life and death, you are master of all goods and ills in this life, and you hold in 

your hands all who suffer. Comfort them and let us confess that, whether we live or die, 

we belong to you. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy Lord, prepare us to receive Holy Communion with faith, and bring to fruition in our 

lives the precious gift of grace we receive in Jesus’ body and blood. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful Master, cause the impress of your mercy to reshape our hearts, that we, too, may 

sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                   Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen.  



12 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his 

kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 

 

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 

and join their glorious song: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-28 

 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 
          

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: Amen.  
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LAMB OF GOD                                                                                      John 1:29 

 
Agnus Dei  

 

 
 
 

 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 



15 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 311)                      Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 454)                                          I Gave My Life for Thee     
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STAND 

SONG OF SIMEON                                                                                       Luke 2:29-32 

 

Nunc Dimittis                                                                                  Tune: ANGEL’S STORY 
 

 
 
 

 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 

faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 

wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING                                                                                 Numbers 6:24-26  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN (CW 329)                                Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  

 

 

 

 

Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
Artwork in bulletin by Ian M. Welch. © 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

Hymns printed under OneLicense # A-716390. All rights reserved. 

Personal Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  
 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 
 

In Our Prayers: Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Mary Mundt, John Schueman, and Bonnie 
Gotzion who are experiencing difficulties.  
 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 
Among them are Carter Chavez (grandson of John & Sherry Hill), and Shannon Garrett. 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sunday 8:00 am: Irreconcilable! sanctuary 
Tuesday 9:00 am: Anakrinonte | Guidelines for Bible Examiners, lower level 
Wednesday 6:30 pm: Adult Bible Study | Fear Not! lower level 
Friday 6:00 am: Breakfast 6:00, Bible study 6:45 | The Book of Proverbs, DeForest 
Family Restaurant (505 W. North Street, DeForest) 
 

Sunday September 13: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship Service 8:00 & 10:30 am 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Jennifer Boll 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Phil Boll, 10:30: Steve Kalscheuer 

• Ushers 8:00: Bob Degnan and Gene Freund 

• Ushers 10:30: The Heath Family 

• Counters: Kim Bauer and Wayne Kaalberg 

• Altar Guild: Mandi, Vie, Lia and Wyn Miller 

• A/V & Recording: Julie Doyle 

• Refreshments: Cindy Crary 
 

Sunday September 20: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship Service 8:00 & 10:30 am 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Sharon Freund 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Henry Nitz, 10:30: Shane Strong 

• Ushers 8:00: Mike Wilson and Ken Krey 

• Ushers 10:30: Greg Zeman and TBD 

• Counters: Donna Cotter and Sharon Kalscheuer 

• Altar Guild: Mandi, Vie, Lia and Wyn Miller 

• A/V & Recording: Devin Anderson 

• Refreshments: Kristin Vomhof 
 

Happy Anniversary: We wish God’s blessings to Don and Patti Jungbluth (9/14), Tim and 
Kristen Sullivan (9/14), Dan and Kerri Mallien (9/15), Keith and Shari Minnameier (9/17), and 
Heather and Steven Hurth (9/19) as they celebrate their anniversaries this week.  
 

Happy Birthday: We wish God’s blessings to Bob Nasett (9/14), Carrie Pasch (9/14), Adam 
Weinheimer (9/15), Connor Hartje (9/17), Lucas LaGrange (9/17), Sharon Kalscheuer (9/19), 
and Kailey Steinbrink (9/19) as they celebrate their birthdays this week. 
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COMING UP AT LORD OF LOVE 
 
September 14: Council Meeting | 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
September 15: Fellowship Committee Meeting | 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
September 17: Ladies Friendship Circle | 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
September 18: Fun & Games Friday Returns | September 18, 2026, 1:30 
September 19: Ladies Coffee/Breakfast | 8:00 am at M-N-M's Coffee House, Waunakee 

September 19: Adult Euchre Card Party | 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
October 1: Food Drive Begins 
October 3: Ladies Friendship Circle |Pie Sale 
October 11: Fall Nature Hike | 11:45 – 3:00 p.m., Church Grounds & Lower Level 

 
 
 

A Warm Welcome to our Sunday School Staff and New Council Members 
 

Sunday School Staff: 

• Pre School, Kindergarten & 1st Grade:  Mrs. Tess Weinheimer & Mrs. Sue Vinson 

• 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Grade: Mrs. Sue Jenswold & Ms. Lori Kalscheuer 

• 5th & 6th Grade: Ms. Stacey Hodkiewicz & Mrs. Melissa Strong 

• 7th & 8th Grade: Mrs. Julie Doyle & Ms. Karen Stakun 
 

Council Members: 

• Chairman: Shane Strong 

• Co-Chair: Phil Boll 

• Financial Secretary: Steve Kalscheuer 

• Secretary & Treasurer: Henry Nitz 

• Trustee: Paul Crary 
 

Fun & Games Friday Returns | September 18, 2026, 1:30 – 4:00 pm – Fellowship Hall 
Please join us Friday September 18 from 1:30 – 4:00 p.m. for the first 2026 Fun & Games 
Friday. Enjoy an afternoon of fellowship and fun board and card games. Bring a favorite 
game to share, a beverage, and if you would like to share a snack, you can bring that 
too! For questions, please contact Sharon Freund sfreund109@gmail.com 
 

Adult Euchre Card Party | September 19, 2026, 6:00 pm – Fellowship Hall 
Join us for an evening of fellowship, fun and friendly competition! Come enjoy a few 
rounds of Euchre, good conversation and time together with friends. New to Euchre? No 
Problem! Mentors will be available. Friends are welcome too! Bring an appetizer to 
share and a beverage.  Please sign up in the Narthex.  

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268941389&event_date=2024-09-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268941389&event_date=2024-09-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268941389&event_date=2024-09-21
mailto:sfreund109@gmail.com
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Ladies Friendship Circle Pie Sale – Proceeds donated to the Altar Candle Replacement Fund 
The Ladies Friendship Circle is hosting an Apple Pie Fundraiser.  All pies are 9” with your choice 
of Double Crust or Streusel Topping, unbaked for $18.00 per pie. There is a sign-up in the 
narthex. The pies will be made Saturday Oct 3rdth in the lower-level kitchen.  Anyone who would 
like to participate is welcome. Pies are prepaid, by cash or check made payable to The Ladies 
Friendship Circle, please drop off at the church office prior to Oct 3, 2026. Pick up for pies is 
Saturday between 11 – 2pm. Please place your orders on the sign-up sheet in the narthex.  
 
Fall Nature Hike & Potluck Lunch | October 11, 2026, 11:45 – 3:00 pm – Lower Level 
Join us Sunday October 11, from 11:45 – 3:00 p.m. for a beautiful fall afternoon exploring the 
church grounds together! Enjoy a leisurely nature hike led by Stacey Hodkiewitz taking in the 
colorful fall scenery and a wonderful time of fellowship with our church family. Following the 
hike, we’ll gather in the lower level for a potluck lunch. Pulled pork sandwiches and, hotdogs will 
be provided. Please bring a favorite dish, side, or dessert to share. Come enjoy God’s beautiful 
creation, good food, and great fellowship. All ages welcome!  
Please be sure to sign up in the narthex so we know how many to account for . 
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105 Paradise Circle, DeForest, WI 53532 

608-846-9036 │ lolchurchoffice@gmail.com │ www.lordoflovelutheran.org 
      

 

Pastor Joel Jenswold | pr.jenswold@gmail.com | c. 608.572.1654 

 
 

Chairman: Shane Strong | strongshane@yahoo.com | c. 920.284.5495 

Office Assistant: Kristin Vomhof, Office hours Tuesday – Friday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - Christ’s Love, Our Calling. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Today’s 9:00 am service will be recorded including the Service of the Sacrament. 

Individuals taking communion will not be visible in the recording. 

 

mailto:pr.jenswold@gmail.com
mailto:strongshane@yahoo.com

