
  
 

Second Sunday of Easter 

 

He Lives to Give Me Proof and Peace 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church                                                       www.lordoflove.org 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod                                                   608-846-9036 
 

Welcome!  We are so happy you have come to worship today!  Someone has described 
worship as “a joyful dialogue with God.”  God speaks to us in his Word, and we speak to 
him in praise and prayer.  May God richly bless you through this “joyful dialogue” today! 
 

Restrooms – The restrooms are located straight ahead as you enter the building. You 
will also find restrooms in the lower level gathering space at the end of the classrooms 
on the right side before the exit doors.  
 

Parent’s Room – The sound of children in the house of the Lord is music to our ears! 
However, there is also a parent room to the right just before you enter the sanctuary if 
your little one needs a moment. It is accessed as you exit the sanctuary, on the left, next 
to the seats reserved for families with small children. 
 

Assistance Getting Around – There is a walker and a wheelchair available in the 
fellowship hall. Anyone who needs them is welcome to use them. Please speak to an 
usher if you need help accessing them. 
 

Offering Message – An offering will be gathered in the service today.  These offerings 
support the Gospel ministry of Lord of Love locally, and also the global mission of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  Visitors need not feel obligated to give, but may 
if you wish.   
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Scriptural teaching concerning 
church fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of 
this congregation, or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  Guests 
are asked to speak with our pastor, before the service, if they wish to commune. 
 

Explanation of the theme of the day: Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would have to 
wonder whether anything he said was true. Thomas had been taught and trained by 
Christ himself. He heard Jesus predict his death and resurrection. Even after hearing the 
eyewitness testimony of friends, Thomas still had doubts about the resurrection of 
Jesus.  
 

But he lives, and it makes a difference. Today I have great comfort as someone with 
doubts about Christ’s promises in my life. Jesus engages me with continuing assurances 
in Word and sacrament. I have proof. I have peace. 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

April 12, 2026 
 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

OPENING  HYMN (CW 156)                                    Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 
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STAND 

 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

 

 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                                                         Kyrie 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ.  
 

 
 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word 

of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the 

comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                      Acts 2:14a, 22-32   

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to 

them:… 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man 

recommended to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did through him 

among you, as you yourselves know. 23 This man, who was handed over by God’s set plan 

and foreknowledge, you killed by having lawless men nail him to a cross. 24 He is the one 

God raised up by freeing him from the agony of death, because death was not able to 

hold him in its grip. 

25 “Indeed, David says concerning him: 

I saw the Lord always before me. 

Because he is at my right hand, 

I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart was glad, 

and my tongue rejoiced. 

My flesh also will rest in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon my life to the grave,  

nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life. 

You will fill me with joy in your presence.  

29 “Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about the patriarch David, that 

he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a 

prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his 

descendants on his throne, 31 he saw what was coming and spoke about the resurrection 

of Christ, saying that he was neither abandoned to the grave nor did his flesh see decay.  

32 “This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of that. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                                         Psalm 16 

 

Keep me safe, O God,* 

for in you I take refuge. 

 

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 

apart from you I have no good thing.” 

 

I have set the LORD always before me.* 

Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.   Refrain 

 

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 

my body also will rest secure, 

 

because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 

nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

 

You have made known to me the path of life;* 

you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                           

M:  Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                       John 20:19-31 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked 

doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, 

“Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also 

sending you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the 

mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he 

said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your 

hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not 

written in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
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HYMN (CW 153)                                                                              Alleluia!  Jesus 

Lives                                                                                                                                                                                       
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SERMON                                                                                                         1 Peter 1:3-9  

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave us 

a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 4 into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 

you. 5 Through faith you are being protected by God’s power for the salvation that is 

ready to be revealed at the end of time.  6 Because of this you rejoice very much, even 

though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various kinds of 

trials 7 so that the proven character of your faith—which is more valuable than gold, 

which passes away even though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise, 

glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not see him now, yet by 

believing in him, you are filled with a joy that is inexpressible and filled with 

glory, 9 because you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

When You’ve Been to the Empty Tomb, 

Hope and Joy Last Forever 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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GATHERING OF THANK OFFERING     

During the gathering of the offering, please sign the Friendship Register.   

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by 

the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to 

rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and 

grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your 

redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and 

glory and praise. 

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to 

those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our 

talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering 

and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope 

of eternal life.  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With 

happy hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

 

 

 

M: The Lord be with you.   

 

 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

  

 
 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 
 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit 

of the Church. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                 Sanctus 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                                                     Agnus Dei 

  

 
 

BE SEATED 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 145)                            Jesus Lives!  The Victory’s Won 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 158)                   I Am Content!  My Jesus Lives Again   
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THANKSGIVING 

 

THANK THE LORD 

 
STAND 

 

 
 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

                                                                        

 

CLOSING HYMN (CW 147:4-5)                                  Like the Golden Sun Ascending                                          
 

Grant me grace, O blessed Savior, 

And your Holy Spirit send 

That my life and my behavior 

May be pleasing to the end, 

That I may not fall again 

Into death’s grim pit and pain, 

Whence by grace you have retrieved me 

And from which you have relieved me. 

 

For the joy your advent gave me, 

For your gospel’s great reward, 

For your baptism which has saved me, 

For your supper and your Word, 

For your death, the bitter scorn, 

For your resurrection morn: 

Lord, I thank you and extol you, 

And in heav’n I shall behold you. 
 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament and Personal Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 
Bulletin artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-716390. All rights reserved. 

Prayer of the Church © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
Psalm 16.  Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
http://www.giamusic.com/
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Personal Prayers for Worship 
 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  
 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 
 

In Our Prayers: Donna Cotter, Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Mary Mundt, John 

Schueman, and Bonnie Gotzion who are experiencing difficulties.  
 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 

Among them are Carter Chavez (grandson of John & Sherry Hill), and Shannon Garrett. 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sunday 9:15 am: Exodus, sanctuary 

Tuesday 9:00 am: Kings and Prophets of Israel, lower level 
Thursday 6:30 pm: Christian Doctrine Bible Information Class, lower level 
Friday 6:00 am: Breakfast 6:00, Bible study 6:45 | The Book of Proverbs, DeForest 
Family Restaurant (505 W. North Street, DeForest) 
 
 

Sunday April 12: Second Sunday of Easter 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 

9:15 am: Easter Breakfast in the Lower Level 
• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Sharon Freund 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Henry Nitz, 10:30: Steve Kalscheuer 

• Ushers 8:00: Mike Wilson and Ken Krey 

• Ushers 10:30: Greg Zeman and Josh Hodkiewicz 

• Counters: Roger LaGrange and Greg Zeman 

• Altar Guild: Sue Jenswold  

• A/V & Recording: RaeLyn Parker 

• Refreshments: Kristin Vomhof               
 

Sunday April 19: Third Sunday of Easter 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Easter Breakfast in the Lower Level 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Jennifer Boll 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Phil Boll 10:30: Dave Olson 

• Ushers 8:00: Roger and Lucas LaGrange 

• Ushers 10:30: Dave and Ben Olson 

• Counters: Kim Bauer and Wayne Kaalberg 

• Altar Guild: Sue Jenswold  

• A/V & Recording: Julie Doyle 

• Refreshments: TBD 
 

Happy Anniversary We have no anniversaries to share this week. 
 

Happy Birthday We wish God’s blessings to Kim Bradley (4/12) as she celebrates her 
birthday this week. 
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COMING UP AT LORD OF LOVE 
 

April 1-30: Quarterly Food Drive  
April 12: Christian Book Fair Ends Today 
April 13: Council Meeting | 6:30 pm – Fellowship Hall 
April 13:  Evening Quilting | 6:00 pm – Lower Level 
April 16:  Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting | 6:30 pm – Fellowship Hall 
April 18:  Ladies Coffee/Breakfast | 8:00 am M-N-M’s Coffee House, Waunakee 
April 26: Quarterly Congregation Meeting & Open Forum | 9:15 am – Sanctuary  
April 27: Evening Quilting | 6:00 pm – Lower Level 
 
 
 

Christian Doctrine Class:   
We have begun another session of our Christian Doctrine Class.  This is the class to take if you 
are interested in membership at Lord of Love.  It is also a great review of the truths of the 
Christian faith for any who would like to brush up on things!  Class meets in the lower level on 
Thursday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  Come and join us! 
 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting & Open Forum – April 26, 9:15 a.m. 
We will be having our quarterly congregational meeting ang open forum between services in the 
sanctuary on April 26, 2026. (No Adult Bible Study) 
 

Seeking Lawn Mowers for the 2026 Season 
We need volunteers to help with the mowing and care of our church grounds this season.  This 
is a great way to serve and keep our church looking welcoming for all. Time commitment is 
flexible, and instructions are provided. Please sign up in the narthex or contact Ken Krey if you 
are willing to help!  
 

Quarterly Food Drive | April 1 – April 30 
We will be collecting food and non-perishable items throughout the month of January to 
help stock the shelves at our local food pantry. There are collection bins located at both 
entrances. You may also drop donations off during office hours: Tuesday – Friday from 8:30 – 
2:00 p.m. All donations go to the DeForest Area Needs Network. (DANN) 
 

2026/27 School Year Enrollment:  
As we prepare for the 2026/27 academic year, we kindly ask families to let us know if their 
children are currently or plan to enroll at one of our sister congregation schools. Your response 
helps us make important budgeting decisions. Please call or email Kristin during business hours. 
 

Thank you to the many volunteers of the Easter Egg Hunt!!  
Our community event was a success and we had 125 children in attendance to hear of their 
Savior’s love and to participate in some fun activities. We could not have done it without the 
many volunteers throughout the planning, set-up and running the activities. Also, thank you for 
the donation of candy and funds that made it possible to offer this event. 
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105 Paradise Circle, DeForest, WI 53532 

608-846-9036 │ lolchurchoffice@gmail.com │ www.lordoflovelutheran.org 
      

 

Pastor Joel Jenswold | pr.jenswold@gmail.com | c. 608.572.1654 

 
 

Chairman: Mike Wilson | mikew4519@gmail.com | c. 608.692.4292 

Office Assistant: Kristin Vomhof, Office hours Tuesday – Friday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - Christ’s Love, Our Calling. 
 

 

 

     

 

     

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Today’s 8:00 service will be recorded including the Service of the Sacrament. 

Individuals taking communion will not be visible in the recording.  recording.   
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