
  
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

He Lives to be the Only Way to Heaven 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church                                                       www.lordoflove.org 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod                                                   608-846-9036 
 

 
Welcome!  We are so happy you have come to worship today!  Someone has described worship 
as “a joyful dialogue with God.”  God speaks to us in his Word, and we speak to him in praise 
and prayer.  May God richly bless you through this “joyful dialogue” today! 
 

Restrooms – The restrooms are located straight ahead as you enter the building. You will also 
find restrooms in the lower level gathering space at the end of the classrooms on the right side 
before the exit doors.  
 

Parent’s Room – The sound of children in the house of the Lord is music to our ears! However 
there is also a parent room to the right just before you enter the sanctuary if your little one 
needs a moment. It is accessed as you exit the sanctuary, on the left, next to the seats reserved 
for families with small children. 
 

Assistance Getting Around – There is a walker and a wheelchair available in the fellowship hall. 
Anyone who needs them is welcome to use them. Please speak to an usher if you need help 
accessing them. 
 

Offering Message – An offering will be gathered in the service today.  These offerings support 
the Gospel ministry of Lord of Love locally, and also the global mission of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  Visitors need not feel obligated to give, but may if you wish.   
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Scriptural teaching concerning church 
fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of this 
congregation, or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (or the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  Guests are asked to 
speak with our pastor, before the service, if they wish to commune. 
 

 
Explanation of the theme of the day: Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would have to wonder 
if he wasn’t just a human being. If my last view of him is a criminal crucified on a cross, he would 
look like someone to be rejected. He couldn’t even help himself, much less anyone else!  
 
But he lives, and it makes a difference. He is the only way to heaven. This gospel message is the 
most inclusive message in the world. The benefits of the resurrection of Jesus are meant for 
every man, woman, and child who has ever lived. 
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May 3, 2026  
 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

 

OPENING SONGS BY SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN                                            

 

God is So Good:                God is so good (3x) 

He’s so good to me. 

 

He cares for me. (3x) 

He’s so good to me. 

 

I love him so. (3x) 

He’s so good to me. 

 

I praise his name. (3x) 

He’s so good to me. 

 

Jesus Loves Me:          Jesus loves me!  This I know 

For the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to him belong. 

They are weak, but he is strong. 

 

Refrain:  Yes, Jesus loves me. (3x) 

The Bible tells me so. 

 

Jesus loves me. He who died 

Heaven’s gate to open wide. 

He will wash away my sin, 

Let his little child come in. (Refrain) 

 

Jesus loves me!  He will stay 

Close beside me all the way. 

He’s prepared a home for me, 

And some day his face I’ll see. (Refrain) 
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STAND 
 

 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

 

 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                                                         Kyrie 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ.  
 

 
 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 

this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                                Acts 4:8-12  

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of 

Israel, 9 if we are being questioned today for a kind act that was done for the lame man, 

as to how this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of 

Israel that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom 

God raised from the dead! By him this man stands before you healed. 11 This Jesus is the 

stone that was rejected by you builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 There is 

salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by 

which we must be saved.” 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                                       Psalm 118 

 

The LORD is my strength and my song;* 

he has become my salvation. 

 

The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;* 

the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things! 

 

I will not die but live,* 

and will proclaim what the LORD has done.  Refrain 

 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;* 

you have become my salvation. 

 

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;* 

the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

This is the day the LORD has made;* 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.   Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON                                                                                       1 Peter 2:4-10                                                                  

4 As you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and 

precious, 5 you also, like living stones, are being built as a spiritual house to be a holy 

priesthood, in order to bring spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6 For it says in Scripture: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 

cornerstone, and the one who believes in him will certainly not be put to shame.” 
7 Therefore, for you who believe, this is an honor. But for those who do not believe: “The 

stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and, “a stone over 

which they stumble and a rock over which they fall.” Because they continue to disobey 

the word, they stumble over it. And that is the consequence appointed for them. 9 But you 

are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who are God’s own 

possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. 10 At one time you were not a people, but now you are the people 

of God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but now you have been shown mercy. 

HYMN (CW 356)                                                 You Are the Way; through You Alone  
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SERMON                                                                                                         John 14:1-11 

“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 

house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare 

a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you 

to be with me, so that you may also be where I am. 4 You know where I am going, and you 

know the way.” 

5 “Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we know the 

way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the 

Father, except through me. 7 If you know me, you would also know my Father. From now 

on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 “Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.” 

9 “Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still do not know me, 

Philip? The one who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 

that I am telling you I am not speaking on my own, but the Father who remains in me is 

doing his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. Or else 

believe because of the works themselves. 

Everything You Need for the Journey Home 

 



11 

 

 

NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING OF THANK OFFERING     

During the gathering of the offering, please sign the Friendship Register.   
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Heavenly Father, through the power of Christ’s resurrection you adopt all who believe in 

him. Receive us as your newborn children and nourish our faith through the pure spiritual 

milk of your Word, that we may dwell in your presence forever. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Merciful Lord, help parents to raise up their children to know you as their help and hope, 

that they may not put their trust in princes in whom there is no salvation. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

Send laborers into your harvest, Lord. Preserve your ministers among us devoted to your 

Word and to prayer. Give many servants to your Church, that neither the preaching nor 

the care of your people may fall into neglect or disregard. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

Father of glory, your Son declared himself to be the way, the truth and the life. Bless all 

who have requested our prayers. May Christ himself be their way of salvation, their truth 

amid doubt and their life amid death. Grant them a sure and steadfast hope in the good 

news that he has prepared a place for them with you, where pain and sickness are no 

more and all things are made new. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, in Christ you have made us a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation and a people for your possession. Preserve your people in the one true faith, and 

grant that all who come to the Supper this day might do so with repentant hearts that 

thankfully receive your Son’s body and blood. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to you alone we give all 

glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

 

 

 

M: The Lord be with you.   

 

 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

  

 
 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 
 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit 

of the Church. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                 Sanctus 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                                                     Agnus Dei 

  

 
 

BE SEATED 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 386)              Now I Have Found the Firm Foundation   
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 395)                    Seek Where You May to Find a Way   
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THANKSGIVING 

 

THANK THE LORD 

 
STAND 

 

 
 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

                                                                        

 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN (CW 346)                                                              In You is Gladness 

(see page 20) 

 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament and Personal Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Bulletin artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-716390. All rights reserved.  
Psalm 118.  Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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20 

 

 

 



21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Personal Prayers for Worship 
 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  
 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 
 

In Our Prayers: Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Mary Mundt, John Schueman, and 

Bonnie Gotzion who are experiencing difficulties.  
 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 

Among them are Carter Chavez (grandson of John & Sherry Hill), and Shannon Garrett 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sunday 9:15 am: Exodus, sanctuary 
Tuesday 9:00 am: Kings and Prophets of Israel, lower level 
Wednesday 6:30 pm: 1 & 2 Timothy, lower level 
Thursday 6:30 pm: Christian Doctrine Bible Information Class, lower level 
Friday 6:00 am: Breakfast 6:00, Bible study 6:45 | The Book of Proverbs, DeForest Family 
Restaurant (505 W. North Street, DeForest) 
 
 

Sunday May 3: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Jennifer Boll 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Paul Crary, 10:30: Steve Kalscheuer 

• Ushers 8:00: Steven and Sef Fox 

• Ushers 10:30: The Holzman Family 

• Counters: Donna Cotter and Sharon Kalscheuer  

• Altar Guild: Bonnie Punzel and Reagan Oughton  

• A/V & Recording: Julie Doyle 

• Refreshments: The Nitz Family 
 

Sunday May 10: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Sharon Freund 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Phil Boll, 10:30: Dave Olson 

• Ushers 8:00: Gene Freund and Bob Degnan 

• Ushers 10:30: Dave and Ben Olson 

• Counters: Roger LaGrange and Greg Zeman  

• Altar Guild: Bonnie Punzel and Reagan Oughton  

• A/V & Recording: Jake Scott 

• Refreshments: TBD 
 

Happy Anniversary We wish God’s blessings to Dave and Sheryl Rimmert (5/4), Brian and Karie 
Ehlenbach (5/5) as they celebrate their anniversaries this week. 
 

Happy Birthday We wish God’s blessings to Paul Crary (5/3), Rene LaReau (5/3), Miles Oughton 
(5/3), Lucas Rimmert (5/3), Julie Leisses-Corcoran (5/5), Brian Ehlenbach (5/6), John Schwark 
(5/9), and Sharon Wightman (5/9) as ad they celebrate their birthdays this week. 
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COMING UP AT LORD OF LOVE 
 

May 11: Evening Quilting | 6:00 pm – Lower Level 
May 14: Ascension Worship Service | 6:30 pm 
May 16: Ladies Coffee/Breakfast at M-N-M’s Coffee House, Waunakee 
May 17: Confirmation Sunday | 10:30 am Worship Service 
May 18: Council Meeting | 6:00 pm – Fellowship Hall 
May 21: Ladies Friendship Circle Dinner Outing to Rodeside Grille|6:00 pm 
May 25: Evening Quilting | 6:00 pm – Lower Level 
May 31: Summer Worship Schedule Begins 
 
Ladies Friendship Circle Dinner | May 21, 2026 – 6:00 pm – Roadside Grille:  
The Ladies Friendship Circle would like to invite all the Ladies of the congregation to enjoy 
some common fun and fellowship over dinner at the Roadside Grille in Windsor Thursday 
evening May 21 at 6:00 pm.  If you are interested, please sign up prior to May 17th, so we 
can provide a final number of attendees to the restaurant. All are welcome, & bring a friend 
if you would like.  
 

Ladies Friendship Circle Summer Outing |Thursday, June 25, 2026 
Planning ahead… Our Ladies Friendship Committee has an exciting trip planned in June to visit 
the Anderson Japanese Gardens in Rockford, IL on Thursday, June 25, 2026. The gardens were 
very carefully designed and patiently pruned according to aesthetic principals to create a 
work of natural art.  Though most Japanese garden materials are not unusual, the way that 
all these basic elements are brought together is what makes the Japanese gardens unique.  
This event will be open to all members to enjoy the beauty of the gardens, with time for lunch 
to follow.  Additional details and sign-up sheet to follow in the coming weeks. 
 

Youth Group Cookout | May 31, 2026  
All youth (7th grade thru 12th grade) are invited to a start-of-summer cookout and fellowship 
night here at church (lower-level patio/firepit area) on Sunday, May 31.  Cookout will start at 
5:30 p.m. and we should wrap up around 7:00 p.m.  If you plan on attending, please sign up 
on the sheet in the entry area so we know how many to plan for.  Come, relax, bring a friend! 
 

Bethany Lutheran College Choir Concert at Holy Cross | May 13, 2026 
The Bethany Concert Choir: Mary Martha Singers and Handbell Choir will be presenting its 
Spring Choir Concert May 13, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 734 Holy 
Cross Way, Madison. Admission is free and all are welcome to attend. 
  

**Summer Worship Service Schedule Begins May 31. Please Mark your Calendars** 
Please note we will return to our Summer Worship Schedule with Bible Study at 8:00 am and 
one Worship service at 9:00 am.   

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270700881&event_date=2025-05-15
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105 Paradise Circle, DeForest, WI 53532 

608-846-9036 │ lolchurchoffice@gmail.com │ www.lordoflovelutheran.org 
      

 

Pastor Joel Jenswold | pr.jenswold@gmail.com | c. 608.572.1654 

 
 

Chairman: Mike Wilson | mikew4519@gmail.com | c. 608.692.4292 

Office Assistant: Kristin Vomhof, Office hours Tuesday – Friday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - Christ’s Love, Our Calling. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Today’s 8:00 service will be recorded including the Service of the Sacrament. 

Individuals taking communion will not be visible in the recording. 
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