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“It is Finished!” The Holy Week Prophesies of Zechariah 

 
Weekly Hymn Selections 

 

 

 
 

 

March 18                          112                      127                        587 

 

March 25                          121                      110 v. 1-5             592 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Worship Leader & Theme Each Week: 
 

  
 

March 18 

Pastor Scott Schwertfeger – Zion, Leeds 

Scattered Sheep – Zech. 13:7-9 

March 25 

Pastor Michael Kampman – Risen Savior, McFarland  

What’s He Worth to You? – Zech. 11:7-13 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

OPENING HYMN 
 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

M: In Holy Baptism, God gives us the Holy Spirit, who works in us both the desire 

to throw off the slavery of sin and the power to live a new life.  

 May the Lord renew us in body, mind, and spirit. 

 

PRAYER 

M: Let us pray. 

 Father of mercies and God of all comfort, you are our strength every morning, 

our salvation in times of distress. With contrite hearts and troubled spirits we 

come to you for healing and help. Create in us pure hearts, and wash away all 

our sins in the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. Restore to us the joy of your 

salvation, and refresh us with your Holy Spirit, that we may declare your praise 

and teach your saving ways, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 

 

March 18 – Psalm 38, Christian Worship, p. 81  

March 25 – Psalm 51a, Christian Worship, p. 86 
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READING OF THE PASSION HISTORY 
 

THE PASSION HISTORY OF 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

LESSON FOUR 

 

MINISTER: Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, and said to 

them, “You brought this man to me as one who is misleading the people. Look, I have 

examined him in your presence. I have found in this man no basis for the charges you are 

bringing against him. Herod did not either, for he sent him back to us. See, he has done 

nothing worthy of death. So I will have him flogged and release him.”1 
 

At the time of the Festival the governor had a custom to release to the crowd any one prisoner 

they wanted. At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner named Barabbas, who had 

been thrown in prison for a rebellion in the city and for murder. The crowd came up and began 

to ask Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 
 

MEN: So when they were assembled, Pilate said to them, “Do you want me to release the 

King of the Jews to you? Which one do you want me to release to you? Barabbas—or Jesus, 

who is called Christ?” For Pilate in fact knew that they had handed Jesus over to him because 

of envy. 
 

WOMEN: While he was sitting on the judgment seat, Pilate’s wife sent him a message. 

“Have nothing to do with that righteous man,” she said, “since I have suffered many things 

today in a dream because of him.” But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to 

ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus put to death. The governor asked them, “Which of the two 

do you want me to release to you?” 
 

MINISTER: They all shouted together with one voice: “Take him away! Release Barabbas to 

us!” 
 

Pilate said to them, “Then what do you want me to do with the man you call the King of the 

Jews? What should I do with Jesus, who is called Christ?” 
 

They all said to him, “Crucify him!” 
 

But the governor said, “Why? What has he done wrong?” 
 

But they kept shouting even louder: “Crucify him!” 
 

 
1 Luke 23:13-16 
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Pilate addressed them again, because he wanted to release Jesus. But they kept shouting, 

“Crucify! Crucify him!” 
 

He said to them the third time, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found no grounds for 

sentencing him to death. So I will whip him and release him.” But they kept pressuring him 

with loud voices, demanding that he be crucified. And their voices were overwhelming.2 
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.3 
 

CONGREGATION: The governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the 

whole cohort4 of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. They 

twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand, 

knelt in front of him, and mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spit on him, 

took the staff, and hit him repeatedly on his head. They also kept hitting him in the face.5 
 

MINISTER: Pilate went outside again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you 

to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 
 

So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, 

“Behold the man!” 
 

When the chief priests and guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 
 

Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no basis for a charge against 

him.” 
 

The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, because 

he claimed to be the Son of God.” 
 

When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He went back inside the palace 

again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
 

But Jesus gave him no answer. 
 

So Pilate asked him, “Are you not talking to me? Don’t you know that I have the authority to 

release you or to crucify you?” 
 

Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over me at all if it had not been given to you 

from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 
 

 
2 Matthew 27:15-23; Mark 15:6-14; Luke 23:17-23; John 18:39-40 
3 John 19:1; Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15 
4 A Roman cohort was about six hundred soldiers. 
5 Matthew 27:27-30; Mark 15:16-19; Luke 23:17-25; John 19:2-3 
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MEN: From then on Pilate tried to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, “If you let this man 

go, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar!” 
 

MINISTER: When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside. He sat down on the 

judge’s seat at a place called the Stone Pavement, or Gabbatha in Aramaic. It was about the 

sixth hour6 on the Preparation Day for the Passover. Pilate said to the Jews, “Here is your 

king!” 
 

They shouted, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” 
 

Pilate said to them, “Should I crucify your king?” 
 

“We have no king but Caesar!” the chief priests answered.7 
 

CONGREGATION: When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing and that instead it 

was turning into a riot, he decided that what they demanded would be done. He took water, 

washed his hands in front of the crowd, and said, “I am innocent of this righteous man’s 

blood. It is your responsibility.” 
 

And all the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!” 
 

MINISTER: Since he wanted to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. 
 

So then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.8 
 

After they had mocked him, the soldiers took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. 

Then they led him away to crucify him. Jesus was carrying his own cross. 
 

WOMEN: As they were going out of the city, a certain man, Simon of Cyrene (the father of 

Alexander and Rufus), was passing by on his way in from the country. They placed the cross 

on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large crowd of the people was following him, 

including women who were mourning and wailing for him. 
 

MINISTER: Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for me, 

but weep for yourselves and for your children. Be sure of this: The days are coming when they 

 
6 The word about indicates an approximate time reference. Likely this was in the first part of the day, 

between 6 AM and 9 AM, using the time system of the Roman civil day, which began at 12 midnight. 

Mark 15:25 states that Jesus was crucified at 9 AM. John also seems to use Roman civil time to 

calculate the day in John 20:19 (because the evening is considered part of the first day of the week. 

Jewish time regarded sunset as the beginning of the next day). 
7 John 19:4-15 
8 Matthew 27:24-26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:24; John 19:16 
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will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never gave birth, and the breasts 

that never nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, 

‘Cover us.’9 For if they do these things to the green wood, what will happen to the dry?”10  

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 

 

ALL: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us 

all. By his wounds we are healed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 Hosea 10:8 
10 Matthew 27:31-32; Mark 15:16-19; Luke 23:26-31; John 19:16-17 
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HYMN 

 
SERMON 

 
GATHERING OF THANK OFFERING  

While the offering is being gathered, please sign and pass the Friendship Register.  

 
STAND 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father,  

  I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.  

  In what I have done and left undone,  

   I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.  

  I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  

  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

  I am truly sorry for my sins. 

  I repent of them. 

  I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

 

Silence for meditation. 

M: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. 

C: Cleanse me from my sins. 

 Release me from my guilt. 

 Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life. 

 

The minister pronounces a corporate absolution with these words: 

M: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For 

his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.  

 Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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EXHORTATION  

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has 

promised us the power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his 

promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another.  

M and C: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in 

our words, and in our actions. 

 

PRAYER 

M: Let us pray. 

 God, our Father, by the sacrifice of your Son you reconciled the world to 

yourself. We thank you for the precious gift of forgiveness. Refresh us with the 

joy of our salvation, that we walk in the way of peace with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. Renew our minds and wills, that daily we may speak your word 

of peace, through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

C:    I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that  

        you have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously  

        keep me this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all  

        things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no  

        power over me. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 

back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you 

with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing 

to him, through Jesus Christ, † to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used 

by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

© 2004 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. 
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“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Today’s service will be recorded.  
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