
 
 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church                                                         www.lordoflove.org 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod                                                      608.846.9036 
 

Welcome!  We are so happy you have come to worship today!  Someone has described 
worship as “a joyful dialogue with God.”  God speaks to us in his Word, and we speak to 
him in praise and prayer.  May God richly bless you through this “joyful dialogue” today! 
 
Restrooms – The restrooms are located straight ahead as you enter the building. You 
will also find restrooms in the lower level gathering space at the end of the classrooms 
on the right side before the exit doors.  
 
Parent’s Room – The sound of children in the house of the Lord is music to our ears! 
However, there is also a parent room to the right just before you enter the sanctuary if 
your little one needs a moment. It is accessed as you exit the sanctuary, on the left, next 
to the seats reserved for families with small children. 
 
Assistance Getting Around – There is a walker and a wheelchair available in the 
fellowship hall. Anyone who needs them is welcome to use them. Please speak to an 
usher if you need help accessing them. 
 
Offering Message – The offerings gathered this morning supports the Gospel ministry of 
Lord of Love locally, and the global mission of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  
Visitors need not feel obligated to give but certainly may if you wish.   
 
Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Scriptural teaching concerning 
church fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of 
this congregation, or other congregations of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  Guests 
are asked to speak with our pastor, before the service, if they wish to commune. 
 
Explanation of the theme of the day:  For centuries Israel offered sacrifices to God for 
sin. Over and over, a substitute shed its blood to earn forgiveness. Then Jesus appeared, 
the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world. He died as the substitute 
for sinful mankind. Connected to him by faith, you have new perspective and new 
motivation for living a Christian life. 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

January 18, 2026 
 

THE COMMON SERVICE 
 

OPENING HYMN (CW 294)      Baptized into Your Name Most Holy                                                                                                   
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ORDER OF HOLY BAPTISM (10:30 a.m.) 

 
 

REMAIN SEATED 

 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C:    And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” All of us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From 

our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith 

in God and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving 

his life on the cross. At our baptism he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness 

and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall 

what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these words: 

 

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow 

and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also 

means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness 

and purity forever. 

 

M:     As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:    Amen. 

 
The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 

M: In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have 

brought this child to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in 

baptism that God grants the new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. 

By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers 

from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe. 

 

M: Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart (+) to mark you as a redeemed 

child of Christ. 

 
The minister applies water to the person presented for baptism as he says: 

 

 ____, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By 

your baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. 

May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. 

Peace be with you. 

 
STAND 

EXHORTATION 

 

M:    Brothers and sisters in Christ:  Our Lord commands that we teach his precious  

         truths to all who are baptized. Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially  

         parents and sponsors, to assist in whatever manner possible so that ____ may   

         remain a child of God until death. If you are willing to carry out this responsibility,  

         then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

 

C:    Yes, as God gives me strength. 
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M:    Let us pray: 

 

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which you 

offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our 

baptism as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look 

with special favor on ____ and grant her a rich measure of your Spirit that she may 

grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities to 

those who have been baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys 

of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

 

C:     Amen. 

 

 

The service continues on page 8 with 

“Prayer and Praise.” 
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ORDER OF SERVICE (8:00 a.m.) 

 
STAND 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  
                                                                 Kyrie 

  
 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.           (Sing verses 1+4 of CW 85) 

 

C:  O God from God, O Light from Light, O Prince of Peace and King of kings, 

      To you in heaven’s glory bright The song of praise forever rings. 

      To him who sits upon the throne, The Lamb once slain but raised again, 

      Be all the glory he has won, All thanks and praise! Amen, Amen. 

 

      Sing to the Lord a mighty song; Sing to his name, his glories tell! 

      Sing, heav’nly hosts, your praise prolong, And all on earth, your anthem swell! 

      Worthy the Lamb for sinners slain! Forever let the song ascend! 

      Worthy the Lamb enthroned to reign; Glory and pow’r! Amen, Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 
 

M: Let us pray. 

 

 Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant 

that your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the 

radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the 

ends of the earth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the 

Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                              Isaiah 49:1-6    

 

 Listen to me, you coastlands. 

Pay attention, you faraway peoples! 

The LORD called me from the womb. 

When I was inside my mother, he mentioned my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword. 

He hid me in the shadow of his hand. 

He made me a polished arrow. 

He concealed me in his quiver. 
3 He said to me, “You are my servant Israel, 

in whom I will display my glory.” 
4 But I said to myself, “I have labored in vain. 

I spent my strength and came up empty, with nothing. 

Yet a just verdict for me rests with the LORD, 

and my reward is with my God.” 
5 But now the LORD, 

who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 

to turn Jacob back to him, 

so that Israel might be gathered to him, 

so that I will be honored in the eyes of the LORD, 

because my God has been my strength— 
6 the LORD said: 

It is too small a thing that you should just be my servant 

    to raise up only the tribes of Jacob 

    and to restore the ones I have preserved in Israel, 

so I will appoint you to be a light for the nations, 

so that my salvation will be known to the end of the earth. 

          

 

SECOND LESSON                                                                                   Colossian 2:6-15 

 
6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 by being 

rooted and built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were taught, while 

you overflow in faith[a] with thanksgiving. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202%3A6-15&version=EHV#fen-EHV-29489a
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8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, which are 

in accord with human tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world, but not in 

accord with Christ. 9 For all the fullness of God’s being dwells bodily in Christ. 10 And 

you have been brought to fullness in him. Christ is the head over every ruler and 

authority. 11 You were also circumcised in him, with a circumcision not done by human 

hands, in the putting off of the body of flesh,[b] in the circumcision of Christ, 12 when you 

were buried with Christ in baptism. And in baptism you were also raised with him 

through the faith worked by the God who raised Christ from the dead. 

13 Even when you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 

made you alive with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. 14 God erased the record of 

our debt brought against us by his legal demands. This record stood against us, but he 

took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 After disarming the rulers and authorities, he 

made a public display of them by triumphing over them in Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202%3A6-15&version=EHV#fen-EHV-29493b
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HYMN (CW 354)                                                       Lamb of God, We Fall before You                             

 

 

SERMON                                                                                                         John 1:29-41 

29 The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I was talking about when I said, 

‘The one coming after me outranks me because he existed before me.’ 31 I myself did not 

know who he was, but I came baptizing with water so that he would be revealed to 

Israel.” 32 John also testified, “I saw the Spirit descend like a dove from heaven and 

remain on him. 33 I myself did not recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
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water said to me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, he is the one 

who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I saw this myself and have testified that this is 

the Son of God.” 35 The next day, John was standing there again with two of his 

disciples. 36 When John saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” 37 The 

two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned around 

and saw them following him, he asked, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, 

“Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 39 He told them, “Come, 

and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying. They stayed with him that 

day. It was about the tenth hour.  40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two 

who heard John and followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his own 

brother Simon and say to him, “We have found the Messiah!” (which is translated “the 

Christ”). 

 

 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 

OFFERING IS GATHERED AND BROUGHT FORWARD 

At his time, please sign and pass the Friendship Register.  Thank you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

We praise you, O Lord, that it was too small a thing that Jesus should redeem only the 

tribes of Jacob and instead made him a light for all the nations. Use our voices to help 

spread your salvation to the ends of the earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, your Son summoned Andrew and Peter to follow him and would later 

send them to bear witness to his name. Continue to call men into the holy ministry. Bless 

all who hold and study for that office, that they would faithfully make known your Word. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, watch over the homes of your people. Bless them with all that they need 

for this body and life, and preserve them in the glad confidence that Christ is their 

strength and their salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy God, your Son became the Lamb of God to take away all of our sins and infirmities 

by his death and resurrection. Remember all who are in need of your help and healing. 

Deliver them according to your merciful will, and preserve them in the certainty that their 

sins are taken away. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful Lord, grant us faith as we approach the Lamb of God in Holy Communion. 

Through his body and blood here given, forgive our sins. Send your Holy Spirit to keep 

us in the faith until Christ comes in his glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, all this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

 
 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only 

Son, full of grace and truth. 
 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                              Sanctus 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                                                                                Agnus Dei 

 

 
 
 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Scriptural teaching concerning 

church fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of 

this congregation, or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  

Guests wishing to commune are asked to speak with our pastor before the service. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 308)                                As Surely As I Live, God Said                          
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 27)                              O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are                                                                    
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THANKSGIVING 

 

STAND 

 

SONG OF SIMEON                                                              Nunc Dimittis 

 
 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

 
 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love 

for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 

 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN (CW 402)                                               My Faith Looks Up to Thee                                
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Personal Prayers for Worship 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  
 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 
 

In Our Prayers: Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Mary Mundt, Peg Schroeder, John 

Schueman, and Bonnie Gotzion who are experiencing difficulties.  
 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 

Among them are Carter Chavez (grandson of John & Sherry Hill), and Shannon Garrett. 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sunday 9:15 am: Exodus, sanctuary 

Tuesday 9:00 am: Kings and Prophets of Israel, lower level 
Friday 6:00 am: Breakfast 6:00, Bible study 6:45 | The Book of Proverbs, DeForest 
Family Restaurant (505 W. North Street, DeForest) 
 

 
Sunday January 18: Second Sunday after Epiphany  
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School, and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Jordan Ertl 

• Organist: Sharon Freund 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Henry Nitz 10:30: Shane Strong 

• Ushers 8:00: Mike Wilson and Ken Krey 

• Ushers 10:30: Greg Zeman and Josh Hodkiewicz 

• Counters: Roger LaGrange and Greg Zeman 

• Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg and Sandy Heath 

• A/V & Recording: Julie Doyle 

• Refreshments: Elaine Wilson 
 

Sunday January 25: Third Sunday after Epiphany  
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School, and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Jennifer Boll 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Mike Wilson 10:30: Phil Boll 

• Ushers 8:00: Roger and Lucas LaGrange 

• Ushers 10:30: The Heath Family 

• Counters: Kim Bauer and Wayne Kaalberg 

• Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg and Sandy Heath 

• A/V & Recording: Devin Anderson  

• Refreshments: TBD 
 

Happy Birthday We wish God’s blessings to Mark Beyer (1/18), Heather Jaeger (1/18), Julie 
Schoeneberg (1/21), Amy Eckelberg (1/23), and Matthew Stibb (1/24) as they celebrate 
their birthdays this week. 
 

Happy Anniversary We have no anniversaries this week. 
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COMING UP AT LORD OF LOVE 
 

Jan 22: Red Cross Blood Drive | 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. – Lower Level 
Jan 25: Congregation Quarterly Meeting | 9:15 a.m. – Sanctuary 
Jan 26: Evening Quilting Guild | 6:00 p.m. – Lower Level 
 

 
Quarterly Food Drive Continues | Jan 1 – Jan 31  
All donations go to the DeForest Area Needs Network. (DANN) to help our local community. 
 

Candelabra Replacement Fund:  
Due to age and weathering, our sanctuary candelabras are beginning to show their wear 
and are in need of replacement. The cost of replacement is $1500. As this is not a budgeted 
cost item, we invite you to prayerfully consider donations toward this effort. Donations may 
be placed in the alms box in the narthex. Every gift helps and we are grateful for your 
continued generosity and support. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive – January 22, 2026, | 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
Lord of Love is hosting our 7th annual Blood Drive on January 22 from 12 – 5 pm.  

Please contact Jen Olson with any questions. (608) 354-9541. 
 

Quarterly Congregation Meeting & Open Forum | January 25, 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 
We will be having our quarterly congregational meeting ang open forum between services 
in the sanctuary on Sunday January 25, 2025. (No Bible Study).   
 

Ladies Friendship Circle – Pizza Sale: All proceeds go toward the 2026 International Youth 
Group Rally registration fees. 
Just in time for the Super Bowl, our Ladies Friendship Circle and Youth Group are joining 
together to offer prepare and sell homemade pizzas. Pizzas are 14” and come in your choice 
of Cheese, Sausage, Pepperoni, or a combination of S&P.   
 

• Cheese – $16.00 

• Sausage – $18.00 

• Pepperoni – $18.00 

• Combo S&P – $18.00 
 
There is a sign-up sheet on the counter in the Narthex to place your order.   
Pizzas will be prepared fresh and available for pick up Saturday February 7, 2026, from 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Payment due at time of pick up or you may drop off in the office 
during business hours. Please make checks payable to the Ladies Friendship Circle.  


