
 
 

The Festival of Epiphany (January 6)  

 

 

 

Jesus is the Light of the World, 

The Savior for All 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

January 4, 2026 
 

DIVINE SERVICE II 
 

 

OPENING HYMN (CW 90)                                         The People that in Darkness Sat 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

 

 
STAND  

 

INVOCATION 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant:  
 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                         Mark 10:47                                                 
Kyrie  

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD                                                                                         Luke 2:14 
Gloria in Excelsis                                                
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THE WORD 

 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 

  

 Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one 

and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the 

perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 
BE SEATED  

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                              Isaiah 60:1-6                                                  

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you. 
2 Look, darkness covers the earth, 

and deep darkness covers the peoples, 

but the LORD will dawn upon you, 

and his glory will be seen over you. 
3 Nations will walk to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Look up. Look all around and see! 

All of them have been gathered. They are coming to you. 

Your sons will come from far away, 
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and people will carry your daughters on their side. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant. 

Your heart will race with excitement and burst with joy. 

For great riches from the sea will be delivered to you. 

The wealth of the nations will come to you. 
6 Caravans of camels will cover your land, 

young camels from Midian and Ephah. 

All those from Sheba will come. 

They will carry gold and incense, 

and they will announce the good news of the praise of the LORD. 

 

SECOND LESSON                                                                                  Ephesians 3:2-12 

2 Surely you have heard of the administration of God’s grace given to me for 

you, 3 namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation (as I have already 

written briefly). 4 When you read this, you will be able to understand my insight into the 

mystery of Christ. 5 This mystery was not made known to people in past generations as it 

has now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is 

that in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and people 

who also share in the promise through the gospel. 

7 I became a servant of this gospel, in keeping with the gift of God’s grace that was given 

to me by the working of his power. 8 To me—even though I am the very least of all the 

saints—was given this grace: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 

Christ 9 and to enlighten everyone about the administration of this mystery. In past ages 

this mystery remained hidden in God, who created all things. 10 He did this so that, 

through the church, the multifaceted wisdom of God might now be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was done according to the eternal 

purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him we can freely approach 

God with confidence through faith in him. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

 

M:   Alleluia. We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. Alleluia.  

(Matthew 2:2b) 
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HYMN (CW 83)                                                           As with Gladness Men of Old 
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SERMON                                                                                                    Matthew 2:1-12 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the 

east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2 “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? 

We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard 

this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 He gathered together all the people’s 

chief priests and experts in the law. He asked them where the Christ was to be 

born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written through the 

prophet: 

6 You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers of Judah: 

because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.” 

7 Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly when the 

star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for 

the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and worship him.” 

9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen when it 

rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child was. 10 When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11 After they went into the house 

and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him. Then 

they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Since 

they had been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own 

country by another route. 

They Came to Worship Christ…because Christ had Come for Them 

 

 

 

STAND 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING OF THANK-OFFERING 

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register 

during collection of the offering. 
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

In our 10:30 service today we welcome Loveness West and Deb Patten (Rite of 

Confirmation) and Amy Muchow (Profession of Faith) into membership. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into 

our world to save us from sin and death. 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching 

and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation 

to those doomed to death. 

M: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good 

news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to 

speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve 

you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and 

far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the 

faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those 

who mourn: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in 

the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song 

of triumph. 

C: Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who came as the Light of the world so that the world may have light and 

life through him. 

 

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 

and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                             Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Sanctus                                              Tune: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBER 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting.  

C: Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                   Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                           Matthew 26:26-28,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

          

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen.  



15 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                   John 1:29 
Agnus Dei  

 

 
 
BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

In accordance with the Scriptural practice of closed Communion, we invite to the Sacrament 

of Christ’s body and blood the communicant members of this congregation. We invite also 

the communicant members of our sister congregations in our fellowship (the WELS and the 

ELS) who have made their intention known to our pastor. We ask other guests in attendance 

to refrain from taking the Sacrament with us today, and we invite you to speak with our 

pastor about how you may join our fellowship and commune with us in the future.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 79)                      How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 91)                       The Star Proclaims the King is Here   
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STAND 

 

SONG OF SIMEON                                                              Luke 2:29-32 

Nunc Dimittis                                                       Tune: ANGEL’S STORY 
 

 
 

 

 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 

faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 

wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  
 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING                                                                                 Numbers 6:24-26  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
BE SEATED 

 

CLOSING HYMN (CW 87:2-3)                                  Hail, O Source of Every Blessing 
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Personal Prayers for Worship 
 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  
 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 
 

In Our Prayers: Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Mary Mundt, Peg Schroeder, John 

Schueman, and Bonnie Gotzion who are experiencing difficulties.  
 

 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 

Among them are Carter Chavez (grandson of John & Sherry Hill), and Shannon Garrett. 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sunday 9:15 am: The Lord’s Plan for Salvation, sanctuary 
Tuesday 9:00 am: Kings and Prophets of Israel, lower level 
Friday 6:00 am: Breakfast 6:00, Bible study 6:45 | The Book of Proverbs, DeForest 
Family Restaurant (505 W. North Street, DeForest) 
 

 
Sunday January 4: Second Sunday after Christmas 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School, and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Sharon Freund 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Paul Crary 10:30: Mike Wilson 

• Ushers 8:00: Steven and Sef Fox 

• Ushers 10:30: The Holzman Family 

• Counters: Bob Degnan and Gene Freund 

• Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg and Sandy Heath 

• A/V & Recording: Devin Anderson 

• Refreshments: Paul and Cindy Crary 
 

Sunday January 11: First Sunday after Epiphany  
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School, and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Cathy Gresens 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Phil Boll 10:30: Dave Olson 

• Ushers 8:00: Gene Freund and Bob Degnan 

• Ushers 10:30: Dave and Ben Olson 

• Counters: Donna Cotter and TBD 

• Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg and Sandy Heath 

• A/V & Recording: RaeLyn Parker 

• Refreshments: TBD 
 

Happy Birthday We wish God’s blessings to Alexander Fellin (1/4), Christian Rimmert (1/4), 
Heather Hurth (1/6), Willa Craney (1/8), and Joshua Hodkiewicz (1/10), as they celebrate 
their birthdays this week. 
 

Happy Anniversary We have no Anniversaries to share this week. 
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COMING UP AT LORD OF LOVE 
 

Jan 8: Elders Meeting | 6:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
Jan 9: LoL Fun and Games Day | 1:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
Jan 12: Council Meeting | 6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
Jan 12: Evening Quilting Guild | 6:00 p.m. – Lower Level 
Jan 15: Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting |6:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
Jan 17: Ladies Coffee/Breakfast | 8:00 a.m. M-N-M Coffee House, Waunakee 
Jan 22: Red Cross Blood Drive | 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. – Lower Level 
Jan 25: Congregation Quarterly Meeting | 9:15 a.m. – Sanctuary 
Jan 26: Evening Quilting Guild | 6:00 p.m. – Lower Level 
 

Quarterly Food Drive | Jan 1 – Jan 31  
We will be collecting food and non-perishable items throughout the month of January to 
help stock the shelves at our local food pantry. There are collection bins located at both 
the main and fellowship entrances. You may also drop donations off during office hours 
Tuesday – Friday from 8:30 – 2:00 p.m. All donations go to the DeForest Area Needs 
Network. (DANN) to help our local community. 
 

January 10 | 9:00 am - Volunteers needed to take down the Christmas Decor 
We are in need of volunteers to assist with taking down the Christmas trees and 
decorations on Saturday January 11, at 9:00 am.  If you have time and can assist, we 
welcome you to come help out.  Also, if you want to take a Poinsettia home after 
today’s Worship services, please feel welcome to do so.  
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive – January 22, 2026 | 12:00 – 5:00 pm - Volunteers Needed 
Lord of Love is hosting our 7th annual Blood Drive on January 22 from 12 – 5 pm. If you 

would like to volunteer to assist with registration or serving food, there is a sign-up 

sheet on the back counter in the Narthex. 
 

Quarterly Congregation Meeting & Open Forum | January 25, 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 
We will be having our quarterly congregational meeting ang open forum between 
services in the sanctuary on Sunday January 25, 2025. (No Bible Study).   
 

A Note of Thanks from the Organizer of the Community Gift Giving: 
I wanted to send out a HUGE thank you for all you did for the community gift giving 
event, without everyone on this email we would not be able to pull this event off.  
This year we helped 113 families, 291 children received gifts. $30 a gift, 3 gifts for each 
child, that is over $26,000! Incredible. Each year I am blown away at this community and 
how giving everyone is, I know this is so appreciated by the families. – Danielle C. 
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“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Today’s 8:00 service will be recorded including the Service of the Sacrament. 

Individuals taking communion will not be visible in the recording.   
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