
 
 

First Sunday after Christmas 

 

The Son of God Comes to Make Sons of God 
 



  2 

 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church                                                       www.lordoflove.org 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod                                                   608-846-9036 
 

 
Welcome!  We are so happy you have come to worship today!  Someone has described  
worship as “a joyful dialogue with God.”  God speaks to us in his Word, and we speak to 
him in praise and prayer.  May God richly bless you through this “joyful dialogue” today! 
 

Restrooms – The restrooms are located straight ahead as you enter the building. You 
will also find restrooms in the lower level gathering space at the end of the classrooms 
on the right side before the exit doors.  
 

Parent’s Room – The sound of children in the house of the Lord is music to our ears! 
However there is also a parent room to the right just before you enter the sanctuary if 
your little one needs a moment. It is accessed as you exit the sanctuary, on the left, next 
to the seats reserved for families with small children. 
 

Assistance Getting Around – There is a walker and a wheelchair available in the 
fellowship hall. Anyone who needs them is welcome to use them. Please speak to an 
usher if you need help accessing them. 
 

Offering Message – An offering will be gathered in the service today.  These offerings 
support the Gospel ministry of Lord of Love locally, and also the global mission of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  Visitors need not feel obligated to give, but 
certainly may if you wish.   
 

 
Explanation of the theme of the day: Christmas holidays mean family time, often with 
extended family travel and visits. Meals are prepared, gifts are given, memories are 
made. But the memories might not all be good. Sometimes there are Christmas hurts or 
even tragedies. We live in a world still affected by sin.  
 
The sinfulness of the world cannot rob us of the peace God intends to bring through his 
Son. Christ the Savior is born, and through his life, God brings us into the family. He 
gives us the rights of redeemed sons and daughters, the privileges of inheritance. 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

December 28, 2025 
 

THE COMMON SERVICE 
 

 

OPENING HYMN (CW 34)                                                  Now Sing We, Now Rejoice    
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M:    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  
                                                                 Kyrie 

  
 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 

by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 

M: Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our 

human nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of our sin, 

and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                                                              Isaiah 63:7-9 

 
7 I will tell about the LORD’s mercies, 

about the praises of the LORD, 

about all that the LORD has done for us, 

about his great goodness to the house of Israel, 

which he performed for them according to his abundant compassion, 

and according to his great mercy. 
8 He said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely,” 

so he became their Savior. 
9 In all their anguish he felt anguish,  

and the Angel of his Presence saved them. 

In his love and in his pity he himself redeemed them, 

and he took them up and carried them all the days of old. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                                           Psalm 2 

 

Why do the nations conspire* 

and the peoples plot in vain? 

 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 

gather together against the LORD* 

and against his Anointed One.    Refrain 

 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 

the Lord scoffs at them. 

 

Then he rebukes them in his anger 

and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 

He said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have become your Father.” 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

M:  Alleluia. Sing to the LORD a new song; his right hand and his holy arm have worked 

salvation for him. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                   Matthew 2:13-23 

13 After the Wise Men were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to Joseph in a 

dream. He said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. Stay there until 

I tell you, because Herod will search for the child in order to kill him.” 

14 Joseph got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and left for Egypt. 15 He 

stayed there until the death of Herod. This happened to fulfill what was spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Wise Men, he was furious. He 

issued orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding countryside, 

from two years old and under. This was in keeping with the exact time he had learned 

from the Wise Men. 17 Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 

18 A voice was heard in Ramah, 

    weeping and great mourning, 

    Rachel weeping for her children, 

    and she refused to be comforted, 

    because they are no more. 

 

9 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt. The angel said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 

Israel, for those who were trying to kill the child are dead.” 

21 Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 

he heard that Archelaus, Herod’s son, had succeeded his father as ruler in Judea, he was 

afraid to go there. Since he had been warned in a dream, he went to the region of 

Galilee. 23 When he arrived there, he settled in a city called Nazareth. So what was 

spoken through the prophets was fulfilled: “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN (CW 41)                                                           Let All Together Praise Our God  
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SERMON                                                                                                Galatians 4:4-7 

 
4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that 

he would be born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those under the law, so that we 

would be adopted as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts to shout, “Abba, Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son. And if you 

are a son, then you are also an heir of God through Christ. 

 

Sonship through the Son 

 

 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING OF THE THANK-OFFERING 

While the offering is being collected, please sign and pass the Friendship Register.   
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

For the Lord’s blessing on the whole Church on earth, that Christ’s people may set their 

hearts and minds on the things above and, in love, be clothed with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our families, that they would be ruled by Christ’s peace; that the Word of Christ 

would dwell richly among us; that fathers and heads of the household would teach and 

admonish their families in all wisdom; and that our words and deeds would be done in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, with thanksgiving, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who await the second advent of our Savior, that our gracious Father would give us 

faithful patience to endure in our vocations and do the good works prepared in advance 

for us to do, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those suffering wounds of body and soul, that our gracious Father would heal them 

according to his will and sustain them unto the day of the resurrection of all flesh, let us 

pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we, like Mary, may know what is worthy of our attention and what will pass away; 

and that, approaching the table of our Lord, we may be well-prepared to receive his body 

given for the life of the world and his blood that cleanses us from all sin, let us pray to the 

Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of your mercy, trusting that you will 

grant us all things needful and prevent all things harmful to our faith, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, for in the wonder and mystery of his birth you have opened our eyes to 

the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. 
 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                              Sanctus 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 



  15 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                                                                                Agnus Dei 

 

 
 

 
BE SEATED 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Scriptural teaching concerning 

church fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of 

this congregation, or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  Guests 

are asked to speak with our pastor, before the service, if they wish to commune. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CWS 707)                                             Peace Came to Earth  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 38)                     From Heaven Above to Earth I Come                   
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THANKSGIVING 

 

STAND 

 

SONG OF SIMEON                                                              Nunc Dimittis 

 
 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love 

for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN (CW 64)                                          Let Us All with Gladsome Voice      

 

                                         
 The Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Bulletin artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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Hymns: Printed under One License #A-716390.  
Personal Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  

Prayer of the Church.  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

Psalm 2.  Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern Publishing House). 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Personal Prayers for Worship 
 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  
 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 
 

In Our Prayers: Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Mary Mundt, Peg Schroeder, John 

Schueman, and Bonnie Gotzion who are experiencing difficulties.  
 

 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 

Among them are Carter Chavez (grandson of John & Sherry Hill), and Shannon Garrett. 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sunday 9:15 am: The Lord’s Plan for Salvation, sanctuary 
Tuesday 9:00 am: Kings and Prophets of Israel, lower level 
Friday 6:00 am: Breakfast 6:00, Bible study 6:45 | The Book of Proverbs, DeForest 
Family Restaurant (505 W. North Street, DeForest) 
 

 
Sunday December 28: First Sunday after Christmas 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School, and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Jennifer Boll 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Mike Wilson 10:30: Steve Kalscheuer 

• Ushers 8:00: Roger and Lucas LaGrange 

• Ushers 10:30: The Heath Family 

• Counters: Kim Bauer and Wayne Kaalberg 

• Altar Guild: Colleen Biwer and Kathy Zech 

• A/V & Recording: Devin Anderson 

• Refreshments: The LaGrange Family 
 

Sunday January 4: Second Sunday after Christmas 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School, and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Sharon Freund 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Paul Crary 10:30: Mike Wilson 

• Ushers 8:00: Steven and Sef Fox 

• Ushers 10:30: The Holzman Family 

• Counters: Bob Degnan and Gene Freund 

• Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg and Sandy Heath 

• A/V & Recording: Devin Anderson 

• Refreshments: TBD  
 

Happy Birthday We wish God’s blessings to Kathy Sletten (12/31), Dar Raether (1/1), Mike 
Wilson (1/1), Sharon Freund (1/2), Linda Dobbins (1/3) as they celebrate their birthdays this 
week. 
 

Happy Anniversary We wish God’s blessings to Kent and Sabrina Leonard (1/6) as they 
celebrate their anniversary this week. 
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COMING UP AT LORD OF LOVE 
 

December 31: New Year’s Eve Worship Service | 4:00 p.m. 
Jan 1: Food Drive Begins 
Jan 8: Elders Meeting | 6:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
Jan 9: LoL Fun and Games Day | 1:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
Jan 12: Council Meeting | 6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
Jan 12: Evening Quilting Guild | 6:00 p.m. – Lower Level 
Jan 15: Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting |6:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
Jan 17: Ladies Coffee/Breakfast | 8:00 a.m. M-N-M Coffee House, Waunakee 
Jan 22: Red Cross Blood Drive | 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. – Lower Level 
Jan 25: Congregation Quarterly Meeting | 9:15 a.m. – Sanctuary 
Jan 26: Evening Quilting Guild | 6:00 p.m. – Lower Level 
 
 

New Year’s Eve  
Worship Service  

4:00 p.m. 
 

 

Quarterly Food Drive | Jan 1 – Jan 31  

We will be collecting food and non-perishable items throughout the month of January to 
help stock the shelves at our local food pantry. There are collection bins located at both 
the main and fellowship entrances. You may also drop donations off during office hours 
Tuesday – Friday from 8:30 – 2:00 p.m. All donations go to the DeForest Area Needs 
Network. (DANN) to help our local community. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive – January 22, 2026 | 12:00 – 5:00 pm - Volunteers Needed 

Lord of Love is hosting our 7th annual Blood Drive on January 22 from 12 – 5 pm. If you 

would like to volunteer to assist with registration or serving food, there will be a sign-up 

sheet on the back counter as you enter church from the main entrance on January 4th. 
 

Quarterly Congregation Meeting & Open Forum | January 25, 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 
We will be having our quarterly congregational meeting ang open forum between services in the 
sanctuary on Sunday January 25, 2025. (No Bible Study).   
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105 Paradise Circle, DeForest, WI 53532 

608-846-9036 │ lolchurchoffice@gmail.com │ www.lordoflovelutheran.org 
      

 

Pastor Joel Jenswold | pr.jenswold@gmail.com | c. 608.572.1654 

 
 

Chairman: Mike Wilson | mikew4519@gmail.com | c. 608.692.4292 

Office Assistant: Kristin Vomhof, Office hours Tuesday – Friday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - Christ’s Love, Our Calling. 
 

 

. 
     

 

     

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Today’s 8:00 service will be recorded including the Service of the Sacrament. 

Individuals taking communion will not be visible in the recording.   
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