
 
 

Third Sunday in Advent 

 

Christ Comes in Fulfillment of Prophecy…Rejoice! 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church                                                       www.lordoflove.org 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod                                                   608-846-9036 
 

Welcome!  We are so happy you have come to worship today!  Someone has described 
worship as “a joyful dialogue with God.”  God speaks to us in his Word, and we speak to 
him in praise and prayer.  May God richly bless you through this “joyful dialogue” today! 
 

Restrooms – The restrooms are located straight ahead as you enter the building. You 
will also find restrooms in the lower level gathering space at the end of the classrooms 
on the right side before the exit doors.  
 

Parent’s Room – The sound of children in the house of the Lord is music to our ears! 
However there is also a parent room to the right just before you enter the sanctuary if 
your little one needs a moment. It is accessed as you exit the sanctuary, on the left, next 
to the seats reserved for families with small children. 
 

Assistance Getting Around – There is a walker and a wheelchair available in the 
fellowship hall. Anyone who needs them is welcome to use them. Please speak to an 
usher if you need help accessing them. 
 

Offering Message – An offering will be gathered in the service today.  These offerings 
support the Gospel ministry of Lord of Love locally, and also the global mission of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  Visitors need not feel obligated to give, but 
certainly may if you wish.   
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Bible’s teaching concerning 
church fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of 
this congregation, or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  Guests 
are asked to speak with our pastor, before the service, if they wish to commune. 
 

Explanation of the theme of the day:  The Messiah is an important person. “Messiah” is 
the same word as “Christ” or “Anointed One.” He is someone who has been anticipated 
for a long time. Now we look at a time when his arrival is imminent! 
 

The historic Christian Church gave Latin titles to each Sunday. They titled the Third 
Sunday in Advent “Gaudete,” which means “Rejoice!” As we reach the midway point of 
Advent, we ask Christ to empower us to do just that. We rejoice because God fulfills all 
his promises in Jesus. 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

December 14, 2025 
 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

OPENING  HYMN (CW 7)                                                    Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                              
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STAND 

 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

 

 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                                                         Kyrie 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ.  
 

 
 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

 

M: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came 

to defeat the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

M: We hear his call to see the light. 

C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Three Advent candles are lit. 

 

 

 

. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your light; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                            Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the desert will be glad. The wasteland of the Arabah will rejoice and 

blossom like a crocus. 2 It will bloom lavishly, and there will be great joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it. It will be excellent like Carmel and Sharon. 

They will see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make the shaky knees steady. 4 Tell those who have a fearful heart:    Be strong.    Do 

not be afraid.    Look! Your God will come with vengeance.    With God’s own retribution, 

he will come and save you. 5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the 

deaf will be unplugged. 6 The crippled will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute 

will sing for joy. Waters will flow in the wilderness, and streams in the wasteland. 7 The 

burning sand will become a pool, and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of water. 

There will be grass, reeds, and rushes where the haunts   of jackals once lay.8 A highway 

will be there, a road that will be called the holy way. The impure will not walk there. 

It will be reserved for those who walk in that holy way. Wicked fools will not wander onto 

it. 9 No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious animal go up on it. They will not be 

found there, but only the redeemed will walk there. 10 Then those ransomed by 

the LORD will return. They will enter Zion with a joyful shout, and everlasting joy will 

crown their heads. Happiness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will 

flee away. 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM                                                                                    Prepare the Way 
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SECOND LESSON                                                                                         James 5:7-11 

7 Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 

for the valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until it receives the 

early and late rain. 8 You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of 

the Lord is near. 

9 Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Look! The 

Judge is standing at the doors! 10 Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 

the Lord as an example of suffering with patient endurance. 11 See, we consider those who 

endured to be blessed. You have heard of the patient endurance of Job and have seen 

what the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is especially compassionate and merciful. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

M:  Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 

you. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                   Matthew 11:2-11 

2 While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent two of 

his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for someone 

else?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind 

receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead 

are raised, and the gospel is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the one who does not take 

offense at me.” 

7 As these two were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds about John. “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What did you go out to 

see? A man dressed in soft clothing? No, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ 

houses. 9 So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you! And he is much more 

than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Look, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’[a] 11 Amen I tell you: 

Among those born of women there has not appeared anyone greater than John the 

Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011%3A2-11&version=EHV#fen-EHV-23465a
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HYMN (CW 23)                                                          Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel   
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SERMON                                                                                                    Matthew 11:2-6 

2 While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent two of 

his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for someone 

else?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind 

receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead 

are raised, and the gospel is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the one who does not take 

offense at me.” 

Is Jesus the One? 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

GATHERING OF THANK OFFERING     

 

During the gathering of the offering, please sign the Friendship Register.   
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

Lord, you are the source of all joy. Even the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad at 

your appearance. Sustain us in the time of waiting for your will and purpose to unfold in 

these latter days. Give us patience under trials and hope that endures the changes and 

chances of this mortal life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O God, you have sent messengers to prepare the way of your Son’s coming. Grant us ears 

to hear and hearts to believe the words delivered by pastors and all who bear your Word. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Gracious Lord, you have instituted the home to be a refuge for husbands and wives and a 

place of growth and safety for children. Look with favor upon the homes of our land, and 

grant that the faith might be delivered from one generation to the next. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, our God, the prophet Isaiah looked for the day when blind eyes would see, deaf 

ears would hear, lame legs would leap and mute tongues would sing. Until the final day 

of restoration, draw near to all who have requested our prayers, and give them healing 

and comfort according to your gracious will. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

With great jubilation, O Lord, we rejoice at your Son’s gracious visitation in his body and 

blood in the fellowship of this altar. Grant us faith to receive him worthily as he comes in 

this foretaste of the Lamb’s marriage feast. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O God, your love invites us to rejoice in your goodness. In every circumstance of life, 

teach us the joy that comes from knowing your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and eagerly 

expecting his gracious visitation; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

 

 

 

M: The Lord be with you.   

 

 
 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

  

 
 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 
 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing.  Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to 

bring light to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                 Sanctus 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                                                     Agnus Dei 

  

 
 

BE SEATED 

 

 

 



15 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 14)                                         Arise, O Christian People               
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 3)                    Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates   
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THANKSGIVING 

 
STAND 

 

THANK THE LORD 

 

 
 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN (CW 12)                         Hark the Glad Sound!  The Savior Comes 

                                                                                        

 
 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament and Personal Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Bulletin artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-716390. All rights reserved. 
Prayer of the Church for Christ the King.  © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Personal Prayers for Worship 
 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  
 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 
 

In Our Prayers: Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Mary Mundt, Peg Schroeder, John 

Schueman, and Bonnie Gotzion who are experiencing difficulties.  
 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 

Among them are Carter Chavez (grandson of John & Sherry Hill), and Shannon Garrett. 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sunday 9:15 am: The Lord’s Plan for Salvation, sanctuary 
Tuesday 9:00 am: Kings and Prophets of Israel, lower level 
Friday 6:00 am: Breakfast 6:00, Bible study 6:45 | The Book of Proverbs, DeForest 
Family Restaurant (505 W. North Street, DeForest) 
 

 
Sunday December 14: Third Sunday in Advent 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School, and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Pianist: Cathy Gresens 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Phil Boll 10:30: Dave Olson 

• Ushers 8:00: Gene Freund and Bob Degnan 

• Ushers 10:30: Greg Zeman and Josh Hodkiewicz 

• Counters: Sharon Kalscheuer and Donna Cotter 

• Altar Guild: Colleen Biwer and Kathy Zech 

• A/V & Recording: RaeLyn Parker 

• Refreshments: TBD  
 

Sunday December 21: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School, and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Sharon Freund 

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Henry Nitz 10:30: Shane Strong 

• Ushers 8:00: Mike Wilson and Ken Krey 

• Ushers 10:30: Dave and Ben Olson 

• Counters: Roger LaGrange and Greg Zeman 

• Altar Guild: Colleen Biwer and Kathy Zech 

• A/V & Recording: Devin Anderson 

• Refreshments: TBD  
 

Happy Birthday We have no birthdays to share this week. 
 

Happy Anniversary We have no anniversaries to share this week. 
 



21 

 

 

 

COMING UP AT LORD OF LOVE 
 

December 17: Children’s Christmas Service | 6:30 p.m. 
December 18 Ladies Friendship Holiday Dinner Outing | 6:00 p.m. Rodeside Grill 
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship Service | 6:30 p.m.  
December 25: Christmas Day Worship Service | 9:00 a.m.  
December 31: New Year’s Eve Worship Service | 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Ladies Friendship Holiday Dinner Outing |December 18, 6:00 pm | Rodeside Grill 
We extend a warm invitation to all the ladies of our congregation to enjoy a dinner out, followed 
by a joyful time to enjoy the Holiday Spirit with games & fellowship. There is also an ornament 
exchange for those who are interested. Simply bring an ornament of a of $5 or less to 
participate in the exchange. Please note, you do not have to participate in the ornament 
exchange to attend. All ladies are welcome to attend. The more the Merrier! There is a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex so we can update the restaurant.  
 

Christmas Poinsettia Donations 
The altar guild is seeking poinsettia (or monetary) donations to beautify our Altar during the 

Christmas season. If you would like to donate a poinsettia, simply purchase a poinsettia of any 

color, and bring it to church. The plants can be brought to church anytime during the month 

until December 23, and can be taken home after our Christmas Day worship. The altar guild will 

arrange and maintain the poinsettias.  For monetary donations, please use the small white 

labeled envelopes found on the back cabinet for monetary donations. Please drop off in the 

church office.   
 

Thank you!! 

We extend a warm Thank you to all who donated to gifts to the Giving Tree Community. This is a 

wonderful program that supports families in need within our community. Your kindness and 

generosity are very much appreciated! Thank you again!! 
 

Light Bulbs Available 

There are a couple of boxes of various sized light bulbs available for free located in the library. 

Some have been used but still work. Please help yourself.  
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Christmas & New Year’s 
Worship Schedule 

 
Children’s Christmas Service 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday December 17, 6:30 pm 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24, 6:30 pm 

 
Christmas Day Worship 
December 25, 9:00 am 

 
 

New Year’s Eve Worship 
December 31, 4:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

105 Paradise Circle, DeForest, WI 53532 

608-846-9036 │ lolchurchoffice@gmail.com │ www.lordoflovelutheran.org 
      

 

Pastor Joel Jenswold | pr.jenswold@gmail.com | c. 608.572.1654 

 
 

Chairman: Mike Wilson | mikew4519@gmail.com | c. 608.692.4292 

Office Assistant: Kristin Vomhof, Office hours Tuesday – Friday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - Christ’s Love, Our Calling. 
 

 

. 
     

 

     

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Today’s 8:00 service will be recorded including the Service of the Sacrament. 

Individuals taking communion will not be visible in the recording.  

 

mailto:pr.jenswold@gmail.com
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