
  
 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

Count the Cost 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church                                                       www.lordoflove.org 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod                                                   608-846-9036 
 

 
Welcome!  We are so happy you have come to worship today!  Someone has described worship 
as “a joyful dialogue with God.”  God speaks to us in his Word, and we speak to him in praise 
and prayer.  May God richly bless you through this “joyful dialogue” today! 
 

Restrooms – The restrooms are located straight ahead as you enter the building. You will also 
find restrooms in the lower level gathering space at the end of the classrooms on the right side 
before the exit doors.  
 

Parent’s Room – The sound of children in the house of the Lord is music to our ears! However 
there is also a parent room to the right just before you enter the sanctuary if your little one 
needs a moment. It is accessed as you exit the sanctuary, on the left, next to the seats reserved 
for families with small children. 
 

Assistance Getting Around – There is a walker and a wheelchair available in the fellowship hall. 
Anyone who needs them is welcome to use them. Please speak to an usher if you need help 
accessing them. 
 

Offering Message – An offering will be gathered in the service today.  These offerings support 
the Gospel ministry of Lord of Love locally, and also the global mission of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  Visitors need not feel obligated to give but may if you wish.   
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Scriptural teaching concerning church 
fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of this 
congregation, or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (or the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  We do ask that our 
guests speak with our pastor before coming up to commune. 
 

Explanation of the theme of the day:  This week Jesus’ sharp words expose our desire to pursue 
comfort and avoid pain at all costs. Jesus explains that following him will be hard. Jesus’ disciples 
will be called to let go of things they love and embrace things we naturally loathe. Jesus 
promises that discipleship comes with crosses—a unique type of pain. So, Jesus tells us that we 
must count the cost of following him. He wants us to do that now, ahead of time, rather than 
waiting until we are in the heat of the moment and emotions are running high. However, our 
calculations must not only consider what we might give up for Jesus. They also entail calculating 
what we get through him! When we perceive the infinite blessings we find in Christ, the 
decisions we just make, while difficult, will be clear. Whatever is lost as we follow Jesus pales in 
comparison to what we gain. 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
5 

September 7, 2025  
 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

 

OPENING  HYMN (CW 582)                                  Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 
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STAND 

 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

 

 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                                                         Kyrie 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ.  
 

 
 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 
 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: O merciful Lord, you did not spare your only Son but delivered him up for us all. 

Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow him, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                       Philemon 1, 7-21 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon, our dear friend and coworker… 

7 For I have received great joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of 

the saints have been refreshed by you, brother. 

8 For that reason, even though I have plenty of boldness in Christ to order you to do what 

is proper, 9 I am appealing to you, instead, on the basis of love, just as I, Paul, am an old 

man and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 10 I am appealing to you on behalf of my 

child Onesimus, I became his father while I was in chains. 11 There was a time when he 

was useless to you, but now he is useful both to you and to me. 12 I have sent him (who is 



8 

 

 

my very heart) back to you. Welcome him. 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so that he 

might serve me in your place while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to 

do anything without your consent, so that your kindness would not be the result of 

compulsion, but of willingness. 15 Perhaps this is why he was separated from you for a 

while: so that you would have him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave, but as more than 

a slave, as a dear brother. He certainly is dear to me, but he is even more of a dear 

brother to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 And if 

he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, have 

written this with my own hand: I will repay it—not to mention that you owe me your very 

self. 20 Yes, brother, I am asking for a favor from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in 

Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more 

than I ask. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

M:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                       Luke 14:25-35   

 
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus. He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers 

and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry his 

own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, if he wants to build a 

tower, does not first sit down and count the cost to see if he has enough to complete 

it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, everyone who 

sees it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build, but was not able 

to finish.’ 31 Or what king, as he goes out to confront another king in war, will not first sit 

down and consider if he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against 

him with twenty thousand? 32 And if he is not able, he sends out a delegation and asks for 

terms of peace while his opponent is still far away. 33 So then, any one of you who does 

not say farewell to all his own possessions cannot be my disciple. 34 Salt is good, but if 

the salt has lost its flavor, how will it become salty again? 35 It is not fit for the soil or for 

the manure pile. It is thrown away. The one who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
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HYMN (CW 454)                                                                        I Gave My Life for Thee                                    
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SERMON                                                                                         Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

 
15 See now, today I have set before you life and prosperity, death and disaster. 16 This is 

what I am commanding you today: Love the LORD your God, walk in his ways, and keep 

his commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances. Then you will live and increase in 

number, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are going to possess. 
17 But if your heart turns away, and you do not listen, and you are lured away, and you 

bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 then I declare to you today that you will most 

certainly perish. You will not live a long life on the land that you are about to enter and 

possess by crossing over the Jordan. 19 I call the heavens and the earth to witness against 

you today that I have set before you life and death, a blessing and a curse. Choose life so 

that you and your descendants may live 20 by loving the LORD your God, by listening to 

his voice, and by clinging to him, because that means life for you, and you will live a long 

life on your land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob. 

The LORD is Your Life 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



11 

 

 

GATHERING OF THANK OFFERING     

During the gathering of the offering, please sign the Friendship Register.   

 

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS (8:00 a.m.) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (10:30 a.m.) 

 

That we would be guarded against self-righteousness that sees no need to hear of Christ 

and his redemption; that we would be preserved in his Word and grace; and that we 

would always be about the proclamation of repentance and the forgiveness of sins for the 

sake of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the households of this congregation, that all may live in love that issues from a pure 

heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all entrusted with public office in our land, that they would know wisdom and 

courage to serve our nation according to God’s holy will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy. 

 

That the shepherd of God’s sheep, Christ Jesus, would seek the lost, bring back the stray, 

bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, having mercy upon all who look to him for 

deliverance, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those Christ feeds today with his own holy body and blood in Holy Communion, that 

we would be guarded from impenitence and resistance to God’s promises and receive 

forgiveness, life and salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

All this we ask, dear Father, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is 

worshiped together with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

 

 

 

M: The Lord be with you.   

 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

  

 
 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 
 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 

children and to strengthen us when we are weak. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                 Sanctus 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                                                     Agnus Dei 

  

 
 

BE SEATED 

 

 

 



15 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 384)                                                 By Grace I’m Saved                                                      
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CWS 766)                                     The Lord’s My Shepherd                           
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THANKSGIVING 

 

THANK THE LORD 

 
STAND 

 

 
 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

                                                                        

 

 

CLOSING HYMN (CW 510)                                             I Pray You, Dear Lord Jesus  

 

           
Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
Artwork in bulletin by Ian M. Welch. © 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

Hymns printed under OneLicense # A-716390. All rights reserved. 

Personal Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
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Personal Prayers for Worship 

 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  
 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 
 

In Our Prayers: Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Mary Mundt, Peg Schroeder, John 
Schueman, and Bonnie Gotzion who are experiencing difficulties.  
 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 
Among them are Carter Chavez (grandson of John & Sherry Hill), and Shannon Garrett. 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sunday 8:00 am: Exodus, sanctuary 
Tuesday 9:00 am: Kings and Prophets of Israel, lower level 
Wednesday 6:30 pm: A Christian View of Death, lower level 
Friday 6:00 am: Breakfast 6:00, Bible study 6:45 | The Book of Hebrews 
DeForest Family Restaurant (505 W. North Street, DeForest) 
 
Sunday September 7: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Sharon Freund  

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Paul Crary, 10:30: Steve Kalscheuer 

• Ushers 8:00: Steven and Sef Fox 

• Ushers 10:30: The Holzman Family 

• Counters: Bob Degnan and Gene Freund 

• Altar Guild: Mandi, Vie, Lia and Wyn Miller 

• A/V & Recording: RaeLyn Parker 

• Refreshments: The Nitz Family 
 

Sunday September 14: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship Service: 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 
9:15 am: Adult Bible Study, Sunday School and Teen Class 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Organist: Cathy Gresens  

• Councilman/Elder: 8:00: Phil Boll, 10:30: Dave Olson 

• Ushers 8:00: Gene Freund and Bob Degnan 

• Ushers 10:30: Steve and Kira Rehberg 

• Counters: Sharon Kalscheuer and Donna Cotter 

• Altar Guild: Mandi, Vie, Lia and Wyn Miller 

• A/V & Recording: Julie Doyle 

• Refreshments: Volunteers Needed 
 

Happy Birthday We wish God’s blessings to Sherry Pribbenow (9/8), Abigail Strong (9/8), Kelly 
Anderson (9/9), Dr. Arthur Eggert (9/9), Keith Minnameier (9/9), Jacob Kilian (9/12), and Dave 
Plumb (9/12) as they celebrate their birthdays this week. 
 

Happy Anniversary We wish God’s blessings to William and Nikki Crary (9/7), Dale and Tammy 
Essmann (9/7), Sue and Jay Vinson (9/8), and Dave and Kelly Plumb (9/11) as they celebrate 
their anniversaries this week. 
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COMING UP AT LORD OF LOVE 
 

September 12:  1st LoL Faith & Fun Game Day | 1:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
September 14:  Youth Group Activity and Bible study | 6:00 pm 
September 15:  Council Meeting | 6:30 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 
September 18:  Bible Information Class begins | 6:30 pm – Lower Level 
September 18:  Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting | 6:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
September 20:  Ladies Coffee/Breakfast | 8:00 a.m. M-N-M’s Coffee House, Waunakee 
 

 
1st LoL Faith & Fun Game Day |This Friday!   
Please join us on the 2nd Friday of each month from 1:30 – 4:00 p.m., in the Fellowship 
Hall for an afternoon of games and fellowship.  We ask that you bring your favorite 
game if you have one, a beverage, and if you would like to share a snack, you can bring 
that too! For questions, please contact Sharon Freund at, sfreund109@gmail.com 
 

ATTENTION YOUTH/TEENS!   
All youth in 7th grade through 12th grade are invited to our "kick-off" youth group 
meeting on Sunday, September 14.  We will meet outside at the patio/firepit from 6:00-
7:00 p.m. for pizza, s'mores, a short Bible study, and a little planning for the coming 
year.  If you plan on attending, please sign up on the sign-up sheet on the counter in the 
entry area.  Hope to see many of you on the 14th!   
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A Warm Welcome to our 2025/2026  
Sunday School Teachers and Teen Group Leaders & Helpers! 

 
 
Pre K, K, 1st and 2nd Grades:  Mrs. Tess Weinheimer and Mrs. Sue Vinson 
 
3rd and 4th Grades: Mrs. Sue Jenswold and Ms. Lori Kalscheuer 
 
5th and 6th Grades: Mrs. Elaine Wilson and Ms. Stacy Hodkiewicz 
 
7th and 8th Grades: Mrs. Julie Doyle and Ms. Karen Stakun 
 
Teen Group: Mr. Dave Olson and Mr. Kevin Kopplin 
 
Helper: Mrs. Melissa (Missy) Strong, and Ms. Sophia Strong 
 
Music Coordinator: Julia Hodkiewicz 
 
We are grateful for our Sunday School Teachers, Teen Group Leaders, and Helpers! 
Your time, patience, and love for Jesus make an eternal difference in the lives of our 
children. May the Lord bless you with joy as you continue to share God’s Word each week!  
Keep these servants and gifts from God in your prayers! 
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105 Paradise Circle, DeForest, WI 53532 

608-846-9036 │ lolchurchoffice@gmail.com │ www.lordoflovelutheran.org 
      

 

Pastor Joel Jenswold | pr.jenswold@gmail.com | c. 608.572.1654 

 
 

Chairman: Mike Wilson | mikew4519@gmail.com | c. 608.692.4292 

Office Assistant: Kristin Vomhof, Office hours Tuesday – Friday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - Christ’s Love, Our Calling. 
 

 

 

     

 

     

 

 
 

 

 

 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Today’s 8:00 service will be recorded including the Service of the Sacrament. 

Individuals taking communion will not be visible in the recording. 
 

mailto:pr.jenswold@gmail.com
mailto:mikew4519@gmail.com

