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“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 

 
 

 
 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
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Ash Wednesday Worship 
 

February 14, 2024 
 

HYMN (CW 125)                                               When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
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INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with 

him, to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin 

separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the 

life our Creator intended for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, who does not 

desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God 

in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to 

suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, 

to be sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 

 During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 

and sat down at the right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know 

Christ and the power of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of 

sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As disciples of the 

Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from 

love of God and neighbor.  

 I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and 

commit yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause 

now for a time of reflection and self-examination. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father,  

  I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.  

  In what I have done and left undone,  

  I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.  

  I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  

  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

  I am truly sorry for my sins. 

  I repent of them. 

  I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 
The reception of ashes is not mandatory, but it may serve a useful purpose. The ashes call to mind that 

we are mortal because of our sin, and we will return to the dust from which we came. The sign of the 

cross calls to mind that Christ subjected Himself to death in order to redeem us.  

 

Those who desire to receive ashes may approach the minister at the baptismal font. Baptized children 

may come forward at their parents’ discretion.  

 
The minister applies ashes to the forehead or hand of each in the form of a small cross, saying: 

 

M: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

 
After all who desire have received ashes, the minister says: 

 

M: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 

 

C: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

 

M: By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 

 

C: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of 

sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.  

 Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy 

Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by 

him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

M:    Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always 

forgive those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we 

may truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

 

PSALM FOR ASH WEDNESDAY                                                                Psalm 51   

 
1 Be gracious to me, God, 

    according to your mercy. 

Erase my acts of rebellion 

    according to the greatness of your compassion. 
2 Scrub me clean from my guilt. 

Purify me from my sin. 
3 For I admit my rebellious acts. 

My sin is always in front of me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned, 

and I have done this evil in your eyes. 

So you are justified when you sentence me. 

You are blameless when you judge. 
5 Certainly, I was guilty when I was born. 

I was sinful when my mother conceived me. 

                                                                    
6 Since you desire truth on the inside, 

in my hidden heart you teach me wisdom. 
7 Remove my sin with hyssop, and I will be clean. 

Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness. 

Let the bones you have crushed celebrate. 
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9 Hide your face from my sins. 

Erase all my guilty deeds. 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God. 

Renew an unwavering spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence. 

Do not take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation. 

Sustain me with a willing spirit. 
13 I will teach rebels your ways, 

and sinners will turn to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 

    the God who saves me. 

My tongue will shout for joy about your righteousness. 
15 Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 For you do not delight in sacrifice, 

or I would give it. 

You do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
17 The sacrifices God wants are a broken spirit. 

A broken and crushed heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 

18 As it pleases you, do good for Zion. 

Build up the walls of Jerusalem. 
19 Then you will be pleased with righteous sacrifices, 

    burnt offerings and whole offerings. 

Then bulls will be offered up on your altar. 

 
 

 

CHOIR (6:30 p.m.)                                               Jesus, Take All of Me (Just as I Am) 
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STAND 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                   Luke 12:13-21  

13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge 

or an arbitrator over you?” 

15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a 

man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.” 

16 He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17 He 

was thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to store my 

crops?’ 18 He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and there I will store all my grain and goods. 19 And I will tell my soul, “Soul, 

you have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be 

merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. 

Now who will get what you have prepared?’ 

21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich 

toward God.” 
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HYMN (CW 124)                                                            Savior, When in Dust to You                             
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SERMON                                                                                                         Joel 2:13a 

 
13 Tear your heart and not your clothing. 

    Return to the LORD your God, 

    for he is gracious and compassionate, 

    slow to anger and abounding in mercy. 
     

 

Tear Your Heart, Not Your Clothing  
 

 

GATHERING OF THANK-OFFERING 

 

While the offering is gathered, please sign and pass 

the Friendship Register.  Thank you. 

 
STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

M: Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn spiritual journey of Lent, we 

come before you in deep humility. We confess that we are sinners, both by the nature 

we inherit and by the sinful thoughts and desires, words and actions that nature 

produces. Because of our sins, we deserve only your wrath and punishment. Yet you 

reveal yourself, not only as a God of holiness and justice but as a God of mercy and 

love. Despairing of our own merits and worthiness, and in response to your gracious 

invitation, we come pleading for your forgiveness. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake. 

M: You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Savior. You sent him into our world to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all 

people. Help us grasp by faith the great truth that the pain and suffering, the mockery 

and ridicule, and the death and punishment he endured should have been ours. Help 

us understand that in incomprehensible love he suffered and died for us. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake. 
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M: In silent meditation let us reflect on our sins, praise our Savior for the forgiveness 

he has won for us, and ask for God’s continued grace to remove any doubt that we 

are forgiven. 

Time for silent meditation follows. 

M: God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be with us as we follow the 

way of the cross. As we contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion, build us up 

in our faith. Renew in us the zeal to serve you by reflecting your love in our lives. 

Give us the desire and the ability to boldly proclaim the grace in which we stand, so 

that all for whom you lived and died may join us in fellowship now and in your 

presence forever. 

 

C: We offer our humble thanks and praise, our prayers and petitions, and 

ourselves in body and spirit to you, Lord God. Hear us, according to your 

promise, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

 
 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree 

of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree 

be overcome.  
 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                    Sanctus 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 
 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                                                   Agnus Dei 

 
 
BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

In accordance with the Scriptural practice of close (or closed) Communion, we invite 

to the Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood the communicant members of this 

congregation. We invite also the communicant members of our sister congregations in 

our fellowship (the WELS and the ELS) who have made their intention known to our 

pastor. We ask other guests in attendance to refrain from taking the Sacrament with us 

today, and we invite you to speak with our pastor about how you may join our 

fellowship and commune with us in the future. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 372)                                       I Lay My Sins on Jesus  
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THANKSGIVING 

 
STAND 

 

SONG OF SIMEON                                                              Nunc Dimittis 

 
 
 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

 
 
 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 

pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 

will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you 

day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 

 
 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN (CW 321)                              On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
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www.wartburgproject.org 
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Prayer for Ash Wednesday © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
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PERSONAL PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP 
 

BEFORE COMMUNION 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of 

sinners, and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins 

upon the tree. This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your 

invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 

 

AFTER COMMUNION 

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in 

you as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live 

and work to your praise and glory.  

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now 

have given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus 

strengthened with heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve 

with holy fear. And when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through 

your merit where joys unmingled flow. 

 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each 

Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of 

communion. If you would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the 

altar. 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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Lent services continue each Wednesday. 

12:30 & 6:30 pm 

February 21, 28, March 6, 13 and 20 
 

Potluck Dinner 5:30 pm 

 

 

Lent Services 

February 21  

Pastor Scott Schwertfeger – Zion Ev. Lutheran, Leeds 

 

February 28 
Pastor Joel Jenswold  

 

March 6 

Pastor Jacob Scott – Zion Ev. Lutheran, Leeds 

 

March 13 
Pastor David Horton – Eastside Lutheran, Madison 

 

March 20 
Pastor Nathan Berg - Eastside Lutheran, Madison 
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Serving us today: 

 Pastor Joel Jenswold     

 Pianist: Kristin Huebner 

 Ushers: The Holzman Family (6:30)  

 Altar Guild:  Mandi Miller, Vie Miller and Lia Miller   

 AV/Recording: Julie Doyle 

 

 


