
 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

 
 

Jesus is Coming!  Rejoice! 
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“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Today’s 8:00 service will be recorded including the Service of the Sacrament. 

Individuals taking communion will not be visible in the recording.  
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

December 17, 2023 
 

THE COMMON SERVICE 
 

 

OPENING HYMN (CW 7)                                                     Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  
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BEGINNING OF 8:00 A.M SERVICE 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
LORD, HAVE MERCY  
                                                                 Kyrie 

  
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 

by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
 

Service continues on page 8 with the lighting of the Advent candles. 
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THE ORDER OF HOLY BAPTISM (10:30 a.m.) 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C:     And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” All of us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From 

our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith 

in God and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving 

his life on the cross. At our baptism he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness 

and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall 

what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these words: 

 

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow 

and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also 

means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness 

and purity forever. 

 

M: As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

 
The congregation may kneel. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 
The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 
For the baptism of children 

 

M: In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have 

brought this child to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in 

baptism that God grants the new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. 

By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers 

from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe. 

 

M: Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart (+) to mark you as a redeemed  

            child of Christ. 

 
The minister applies water to the person presented for baptism as he says: 

 

 ____, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By 

your baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. 

May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. 

Peace be with you. 

 
 

STAND 
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EXHORTATION 

 

M:    Brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 

Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. 

Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist in 

whatever manner possible so that ____ may remain a child of God until death. If 

you are willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me 

strength. 

 

C: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

 

M: Let us pray: 

 

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which you 

offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our 

baptism as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look 

with special favor on ____ and grant her a rich measure of your Spirit that she may 

grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities to 

those who have been baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys 

of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

 

C:     Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

 

M: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came 

to defeat the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

M: We hear his call to see the light. 

C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Three Advent candles are lit. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: Let us pray. 

  

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your light; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

   
 
 

BE SEATED 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM                                                                             Advent Peace Canon 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

 
 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                            1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  

16 Rejoice always. 17 Pray without ceasing. 18 In everything give thanks. For this is God’s 

will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not extinguish the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies 

with contempt. 21 But test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Keep away from every 

kind of evil.  23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 

whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM                                                                         A Star, A Song, A Sign 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

M:  Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 

you. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                  John 1:6-8, 19-28   

 
6 There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as an eyewitness to 

testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 

but he came to testify about the light. 

 19 This is the testimony John gave when the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and 

Levites to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny. He confessed, “I 

am not the Christ.” 

21 And they asked him, “Who are you then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

“No,” he answered. 

22 Then they asked him, “Who are you? Tell us so we can give an answer to those who 

sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 

23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 

the Lord,’ just as Isaiah the prophet said.” 

24 They had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 So they asked John, “Why then do you 

baptize, if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the Prophet?” 

26 “I baptize with water,” John answered. “Among you stands one you do not know. 27 He 

is the one coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 

28 These things happened in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 
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HYMN (CW 23)                                                          Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel                                                                                  
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SERMON                                                                  Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11 

 

The Spirit of the LORD God is upon me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me 

to preach good news to the afflicted. 

He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release for those who are bound, 
2 

    to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance for our God, 

    to comfort all who mourn, 
3 

    to provide for those who mourn in Zion, 

    to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 

    the oil of joy instead of mourning, 

    a cloak of praise instead of a faint spirit, 

    so that they will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    a planting of the LORD to display his beauty. 
 

10 I will rejoice greatly in the LORD. 

My soul will celebrate because of my God, 

for he has clothed me in garments of salvation. 

With a robe of righteousness he covered me, 

like a bridegroom who wears a beautiful headdress like a priest, 

and like a bride who adorns herself with her jewelry. 
11 For as the earth produces its growth, 

and as a garden causes what has been sown to sprout up, 

so God the LORD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up 

    in the presence of all the nations. 

 

 

 We Mourn in Lonely Exile Here, 

Until the Son of God Appear 
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STAND 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING IS GATHERED AND BROUGHT FORWARD 

While the offering is being collected, please sign and pass 

the Friendship Register.  Thank you. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the Church, that the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world would richly 

and daily forgive our sins and the sins of all believers; and for Pastor Mark Schroeder, 

our Synod president; Pastor Mike Jensen, our district president; Pastor Nate Berg, our 

circuit visitor; and all pastors in Christ, that they would remain faithful to not deny but 

confess him, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened by Christ’s 

gracious visitation; and that God would preserve them from dangers to body and soul, 

guide them by his Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith until life’s end, let 

us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all in authority, that they would be given wisdom and insight until the day when 

Christ comes again in glory to usher in his kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

For those afflicted with pain, sickness, trials and difficulties, [especially 

_____________,] that they may be granted health and the certainty that our bodies will 

be incorruptible and immortal when Christ returns to make all things new, let us pray to 

the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the Church, as she eagerly awaits the return of her Bridegroom, that we would not 

grow weary, but be strengthened through the Word and Sacraments to ever hold fast to 

Christ’s promise of salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

O Lord, heavenly Father, we groan now under sin and its curse in this world.  Yet we 

know the day is coming when Jesus will make all things new.  Lead us to rejoice in this 

hope, and eagerly share the reason for the hope that we have with those around us.  

Graciously receive our prayers, for we offer them up in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

 
 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance 

and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                              Sanctus 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 



18 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD                                                                                Agnus Dei 

 

 
 
 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

In accordance with the Scriptural practice of closed Communion, we invite to the 

Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood the communicant members of this congregation. 

We invite also the communicant members of our sister congregations in our fellowship 

(the WELS and the ELS) who have made their intention known to our pastor. We ask 

other guests in attendance to refrain from taking the Sacrament with us today, and we 

invite you to speak with our pastor about how you may join our fellowship and commune 

with us in the future. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 20)                            When All the World Was Cursed                                            
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 8)                             Come, O Precious Ransom, Come   
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THANKSGIVING 

 
STAND 

 

SONG OF SIMEON                                                              Nunc Dimittis 

 
 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

 
 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love 

for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 

 
 

 

BE SEATED 

 

CLOSING HYMN  (CW 12)                        Hark the Glad Sound!  The Savior Comes 
 

 
 

 

 The Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

A Prayer for the Church © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

Bulletin artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 
Hymns: Printed under One License #A-716390. 

Personal Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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Personal Prayers for Worship 
 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you 

will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your 

blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my 

Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. 

You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch 

remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and 

glory.  

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have given 

have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with heavenly food, 

while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And when you call my spirit 

to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys unmingled flow. 
 

Gluten Free communion wafers: Gluten free communion wafers are available each Sunday 

during the Lord’s Supper. They are placed on the baptismal font at the start of communion. If you 

would prefer this wafer, please pick it up as you approach the altar. 

 
Sunday December 17:  3rd Sunday in Advent 

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 

9:15 am:  Adult Bible study, Teen class and Sunday school 

• Pastor Joel Jenswold                  

• Organist:  Sharon Freund 

• Choir Director:  Elaine Wilson 

• Councilman:  8:00 Ryan Jaeger, 10:30 Mitch Myhre   

• Ushers 8:00:  Ryan Jaeger, Dave Olson and Aaron Oughton 

• Ushers 10:30:  The Holzman Family 

• Counters:  Bob Degnan and Gene Freund 

• Altar Guild:  Colleen Biwer, Kristin Huebner and Sophia Strong 

• A/V & Recording:  RaeLyn Parker                     ٠  Refreshments:  RaeLyn Parker 
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Wednesday December 20 6:30 pm:  Children’s Service From Heaven Above  

Children arrive 6:05 pm and meet downstairs               

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Children’s Service Coordinator: Kristin Huebner 

• Pianist: Julia Hodkiewicz 

• Ushers: Roger LaGrange, Aaroun Oughton          ٠  A/V and Recording: RaeLyn Parker 
 

Sunday December 24:  4th Sunday in Advent 

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 

No adult Bible study, teen class or Sunday school between services 

• Pastor Joel Jenswold                  

• Organist:  Jennifer Boll 

• Councilman: 8:00 Jim Miller, 10:30 Mitch Myhre    

• Ushers 8:00:  Bob Degnan, Gene Freund, Kayden Zech and Kourtney Zech 

• Ushers 10:30: The Heath Family 

• Counters:  Kim Bauer and additional counter needed 

• Altar Guild:  Colleen Biwer, Kristin Huebner and Sophia Strong 

• A/V & Recording:  Jen Olson   ٠ Refreshments: Kristin Huebner / Marianne Ketelhohn 

     6:30 pm:  Christmas Eve Worship 

• Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

• Pianist:  Kristin Huebner 

• Ushers:  Volunteers needed                                  ٠  A/V and Recording:  Julie Doyle 
 

Happy Birthday:  We wish God’s blessings to Nolan Craney (12/18), Nora Immel (12/18), Phil 

Boll (12/19) and James Gould Jr. (12/23) who celebrate their birthdays this week.  
 

In Our Prayers:  Fred Bakken, Joyce Hamburg (sister-in-law of Karen Tobison), Roger 

LaGrange, Peter Leege, Marilyn Lund, Rose Lund, Peg Schroeder and Steve Tobison who are 

experiencing difficulties. 
 

A special prayer for all our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. Among them 

are Shannon & Matthew Garrett and John J. Schueman (son of Bonnie & John Schueman).  

 
Looking ahead: 

• Dec. 24:  Fourth Sunday in Advent worship times, 8:00 & 10:30 am 

• Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Worship, 6:30 pm 

• Dec. 25: Christmas Day Worship, 9:00 am 

• Dec. 31:  Sunday Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am. No evening worship service. 

• Jan. 11: Red Cross Blood Drive at Lord of Love, 12:00 – 5:00 pm 

• Jan. 26: Euchre Card Party, 6:00 pm 

• Jan. 28: Lunch with open forum and voters meeting following, 11:35 am 

 


