
 
 

Third Sunday in Advent 
 

 
 

Christ is Coming! Rejoice! 
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“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” 

Psalm 122:1 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

December 12, 2021 
 

DIVINE SERVICE II 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGING (Grades 4-8)          Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

(Children sing vs. 1, 2, 4 & 6) 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

 

 
STAND  

 

INVOCATION 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
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ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant:  
 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 
 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                         Mark 10:47                                                 
Kyrie  

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD                                                                                         Luke 2:14 
Gloria in Excelsis                                                

 

In the penitential season of Advent, the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted. On Christmas Day,  

we will once more sing this song which the angels sang on the day when Christ was born.  

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

 

 

SALUTATION 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 

  

 Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 
BE SEATED  

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                     Zephaniah 3:14-17 

 
14Sing out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your 

heart, you daughter of Jerusalem. 15The LORD has removed the judgment against you. He 

has turned back your enemy. Israel’s king, the LORD, is in your midst! You no longer need 

to fear disaster. 16In that day Jerusalem will be told, “Do not be afraid, O Zion. Do not 

give up. 17The LORD your God is with you as a hero who will save you. He takes great 

delight in you. He will quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with singing.” 
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PSALM 130 

 

 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;* 

O Lord, hear my voice. 

 

Let your ears be attentive* 

to my cry for mercy. 

 

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,* 

O Lord, who could stand? 

 

But with you there is forgiveness;* 

therefore you are feared. 

 
Refrain 

 

I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.* 

My soul waits for the Lord more than 

watchmen wait for the morning. 

 

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,* 

for with the LORD is unfailing love 

and with him is full redemption. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Refrain 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

M:   Alleluia. Look! I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 

way before you. Alleluia. (Matthew 11:10)  
 
STAND 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                            Luke 3:7-18 
 

7So John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “You offspring 

of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore produce fruits in 

keeping with repentance! Do not even think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our father,’ because I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these 

stones. 9Even now the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not 

produce good fruit is going to be cut down and thrown into the fire.”  
10The crowds began to ask him, “What should we do then?”  
11He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should share with the person who has 

none, and whoever has food should do the same.”  
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said, “Teacher, what should we do?”  
13To them he said, “Collect no more than what you were authorized to.”  
14Soldiers were also asking him, “And what should we do?”  

He told them, “Do not extort money from anyone by force or false accusation. Be 

satisfied with your wages.”  
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John 

could be the Christ. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But someone 

mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will 

thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 

burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  
18Then with many other words, he appealed to them and was preaching good news to 

the people.  
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HYMN (CW 14)                                                                  Arise, O Christian People    
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SERMON                                                                                                  Philippians 4:4–7    
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be known 

to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  
 

The Christian’s Key to Joy: Jesus 
 

STAND 
 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

M: Come, dear Savior. We long for your appearing!  

 

Come to cheer us with your promises, as you once cheered your ancient people 

throughout their long night of waiting and watching. 

 

Come to restore our hope. Rouse us from the slumber of despair; lift our hearts 

from petty, earthbound goals; and direct our eyes above, from where you will soon 

come to make all things right again. 

 

Come and work in us a godly grief and a genuine sorrow over sin. Forgive us for 

the shameful way we have dishonored you and the shabby way we have dealt with 

one another. Through your mighty Word, stir up in us a ceaseless yearning to give 

ourselves to others, as you have given yourself to us.  

 

Come also to rekindle our joy as we prepare to celebrate your first coming. Do not 

permit a frenzied busyness to rob us of your peace or to deprive us of times to 

ponder and to wonder at your Word. Set our hearts apart from the bustle and the 

clamor and the jostle of these days. Fill us with the quiet delight of finding you in 

the manger, and keep hearts and minds undisturbed by the great throng that streams 

by uncaring. 

 

We pray also for those enduring great sorrow, for those undergoing spiritual trial, 

and for those whose restless hearts have no knowledge of your coming. Comfort, 

strengthen, and illumine them with the sweet peace born of your love, and keep 

them in the way of peace by your Holy Word. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  

 

Silent prayer.  

 

Come quickly, dear Lord, and fill our longing eyes with the light of your coming! 

We wait, we keep watch, and in you we put our hope.  

C:  Amen. 
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The recorded Service of the Word for members at home concludes here. 

We continue with the Service of the Sacrament with those gathered in the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who comes with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working 

repentance and faith by his Spirit until he comes again. 

 

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 

and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                             Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Sanctus                                              Tune: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBER 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 



13 

 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting.  

 

C: Amen.  

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                   Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen.  

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-28 

 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

          

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen.  
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HYMN (CW 27)                                                             O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are 
Agnus Dei  

 

 

 
BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

In accordance with the Scriptural practice of closed Communion, we invite to the 

Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood the communicant members of this congregation. 

We invite also the communicant members of our sister congregations in our fellowship 

(the WELS and the ELS) who have made their intention known to one of our pastors. We 

ask other guests in attendance to refrain from taking the Sacrament with us today, and we 

invite you to speak with a pastor about how you may join our fellowship and commune 

with us in the future.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 18)                                O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (CW 311) Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness (v. 1, 3, 6-8) 
                              

1  Soul, adorn yourself with gladness;  

Leave behind all gloom and sadness. 

Come into the daylight’s splendor;  

There with joy your praises render 

Unto him whose grace unbounded  

Has this wondrous supper founded. 

Though he reigns above most holy,  

Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

 

3  He who craves a precious treasure  

Neither cost nor pain will measure, 

But the priceless gifts of heaven  

God to us has freely given. 

Though the wealth of earth were proffered,  

Naught would buy the gifts here offered: 

Christ’s true body, for you riven,  

And his blood, for you once given. 

 

6  Lord, by love and mercy driven,  

You have left your throne in heaven 

On the cross for me to languish  

And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forgo all joy and gladness  

And to shed your blood in sadness. 

By this blood redeemed and living,  

Lord, I praise you with thanksgiving. 

 

7  Jesus, Sun of life, my Splendor,  

Jesus, Friend of friends most tender, 

Jesus, Joy of my desiring,  

Fount of life, my soul inspiring— 

At your feet I cry, my Maker:  

Let me be a fit partaker 

Of this blessed food from heaven  

For our good, your glory, given. 
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8  Jesus, Lord of life, I pray you,  

Let me gladly here obey you. 

By your love I am invited;  

Be your love with love requited. 

By this supper let me measure,  

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

Through the gift of grace you give me  

As your guest in heav’n receive me. 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, st. 1-2, 4, alt.;  

The Lutheran Hymnal, St. Louis, 1941, st. 3, 5-6, alt. 

 

STAND 

 

SONG OF SIMEON                                                              Luke 2:29-32 

Nunc Dimittis                                                       Tune: ANGEL’S STORY 
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M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 

faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 

wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  
 

C: Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING                                                                                 Numbers 6:24-26  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
BE SEATED 
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CLOSING HYMN (CW 7)                                                     Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
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Following the 8:00 service, all are invited to remain in (or return to) the sanctuary for the 

beginning of Adult Bible Class, Sunday School, and Teen Bible Study. Children may remain 

with their parents. All will begin together in the sanctuary at 9:15.   

 

 
Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

Prayer of the Church for Advent © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
Artwork in bulletin by Ian M. Welch. © 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

Hymns printed under OneLicense # A-716390. All rights reserved. 

Personal Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
 

 
Refrain Tune: Michael Joncas. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Prayers for Worship 
 
 

Before Communion: 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 

and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 

This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 

rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
 

After Communion:  

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and 

blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! The gifts you now have 

given have filled my heart with joy and rest. Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with 

heavenly food, while here my course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. And 

when you call my spirit to leave this world below, I enter through your merit where joys 

unmingled flow. 
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Sunday December 12:  3rd Sunday in Advent 

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 with Holy Communion 

9:15 am: Adult Bible study, Teen Group and Sunday School 

 Preaching Pastor: Michael Willitz      •  Presiding Pastor: Joel Jenswold 

 Organist/Pianist: Kimberly Duve 

 Councilman/Elder: Dave Olson (8:00) and Greg Zeman (10:30)    

 Ushers 8:00 am: Sef Fox, Dave Olson and Ben Olson  

 Ushers 10:30 am: Joshua Hodkiewicz and Greg Zeman 

 Counters: Rose Marie Foley and additional counter needed 

 Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg                              •  A/V & Recording: Julie Doyle 

 
Wednesday December 15: Advent Worship 6:30 pm 

 Pastor Joel Jenswold 

 Pianist: Ava Wilson 

 Ushers: Dave Olson and Ben Olson 

 A/V & Recording: Jen Olson 

 Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg 

 
Sunday December 19:  4th Sunday in Advent 

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 with Holy Communion 

9:15 am: Adult Bible study, Teen Group and Sunday School 

 Preaching Pastor: Joel Jenswold      •  Presiding Pastor: Michael Willitz 

 Organist: Sharon Freund 

 Councilman: Aaron Oughton (8:00) and Steve Kalscheuer (10:30)    

 Ushers 8:00 am: Bob Degnan and Gene Freund 

 Ushers 10:30 am: Mark Heath and Chad Heath 

 Counters: Sharon Kalscheuer and Mike Wilson 

 Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg                            •  A/V & Recording: Devin Anderson 

   
Happy Birthday: We wish God’s blessings to Kathy Brown (12/13), Cindy Nelson 

(12/13), Michael Willitz (12/13), Isla Saidler (12/15), Barbara Schade (12/15), David 

Willitz (12/15), Sara Benzel (12/16), Benjamin Marquardt (12/16), Barb Noltemeyer 

(12/17), Nolan Craney (12/18) and Nora Immel (12/18) who celebrate their birthdays this 

week. 

 

Anniversary: We wish God’s blessings to Mark & Nettie Beyer (12/12) who celebrate 

their anniversary today. 
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In Our Prayers: Fred Bakken, Joyce Hamburg (sister-in-law of Karen Tobison), Wyatt 

Kingsland, Roger LaGrange, Peter Leege, Marilyn Lund, Rose Lund, Barb Noltemeyer,  

Marge Ripp, Peg Schroeder and the Willitz family who are experiencing difficulties. 

 

A special prayer for all of our men & women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 

Among them are Shannon & Matthew Garrett, Sara Goss and John J. Schueman (son of 

Bonnie & John Schueman).  

 
 

Special Services 
  

Children’s Christmas Service 12/24, 4:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Worship, 6:30 pm - Candlelight service 

Christmas Day Worship, 9:00 am - with Holy Communion 

New Year’s Eve Worship (12/31), 4:00 pm 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead: 

 December 15: Advent Worship, 6:30 pm 

 December 18: Children’s Christmas Service practice, 9:00 am 

 December 16: Ladies Friendship Circle Christmas Outing at Rodeside Grill, 6 pm 

 December 19: Poinsettia donations due to church, can be brought later if needed. 

 December 24: Children’s Christmas Service, 4 pm 

 December 24: Christmas Eve Worship, 6:30 pm 

 December 25: Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion, 9:00 am 

 December 31: New Year’s Eve Worship, 4:00 pm 

 Feb. 5, 2022: Seminar on Home Devotions at Lord of Love, 9 – 12 noon. (Snow 

date is Feb. 12.) 
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